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Monthly Summary of Articles  
on Food Fraud and Adulteration  

02/01/18 - Controls in Italian fishing harbours 

In Mazara del Vallo (Sicily), 30 controls were carried out and a total of 500 kg of untraceable fish were 
seized in five different places. 

Giornale di Sicilia 

In Tuscany, within the operation "Dirty Market" (see results for Reggio Calabria in the previous issue of 
this report) 736 controls were carried out of which 62 were non-compliant. In total, 2700 kg of fish were 
seized which led to 90 000 EUR in fines. 

Il Telegrafo Livorno 

 

03/01/18 - A popular Chinese fish massively substituted 

Roasted Xue Yu fillet (Mandarin for "Cod", Gadidae family) is a premium popular dish in China. Chinese 
and Italian teams studied the market by carrying out DNA tests on 153 samples belonging to 30 
different brands. Results showed that 58% of the samples were not actual Xue Yu fish but other fish 
species. However, there is a lack of clarity in the definition of the Xue Yu species itself which could lead 
to confusion when assessing species identity. 

Securing Industry 

Scientific article: Science Direct 

 

09/01/18 – A confectionery closed for traceability problems 

In Battipaglia (province of Salerno), sanitary authorities had to close a pastry shop due to a serious lack 
of traceability of several products. Pastries, cakes and semi-finished products were seized (100 kg) as 
well as 800 untraceable eggs. Similarly, in a nearby village (Eboli), 4000 eggs were seized on a farm for 
lack of traceability. 

Otto Pagine 

 

15/01/18 – 40 000 litres of milk discarded in Pakistan 

As in the past few weeks, milk controls were intensified in Pakistan leading to the detection of a 
substantial number of violations. In eight distinct places in the Punjab region, a total of 40 000 litres of 
milk were analysed and considered adulterated. The products were discarded on the basis that it was not 
safe for consumption. 

Daily Times 

 

23/01/18 – Huge crackdown in the San Daniele ham production chain 

The Carabinieri of Udine announced the arrest of eight people suspected of commercial fraud and 
counterfeiting San Daniele ham, protected by a PDO. The scale of the operation is quite impressive since 
13 000 hams were seized for an estimated value of 1.3 million EUR. 

Salute 
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23/01/18 – Fraudsters brought to court for wine adulteration 

Nine people are charged with adulteration of wine in Florence. The spectrum of frauds they are accused of 
is quite large; they were selling sub-standard wine, added alcohol and sold it under reputed 
denominations such as Chianti or Brunello di Montalcino. The adulterated wines were sent abroad, Costa 
Rica being the major destination. The trial is scheduled for the beginning of April 2018. 

ANSA 

La Nazione 

 

25/01/18 - Quebec maple syrup subject to dilution fraud 

USA customs announced they intercepted fraudulent maple syrup from Quebec. Tests revealed the 
presence of undeclared sugars in the product that most probably came from a dilution with cheaper table 
syrup. However, for the moment, the producers were not prosecuted. 

Journal de Montreal 

 

31/01/18 - Fake Franciacorta wine discovered in Brescia 

The Carabinieri of Brescia investigated a wine company that is suspected of commercializing fake 
Franciacorta wine, a reputed PDO sparkling wine. The samples taken were analysed and results confirmed 
that the wine did not comply with the characteristics of the product. The alcohol content was found to be 
too low. The authorities seized 350 bottles for an estimated price of 5000 EUR. 

Salute 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02/01/18 – New technique combination to identify wine origin 

Teams from the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation and the Australian Wine 
Research Institute developed a new technique to identify wine origin and fight counterfeiting of wine. The 
technique relies on the detection of trace metals and isotopic ratios of elements in wine. The particularity 
of this method is that it combines several aspects of wine identity and not just one as it is usually done. 
The parameters measured are able to describe globally the environment in which the vine grew, including 
the water, the geology of the soil and the surrounding air. 

Radio Australia 

 

16/01/18 – Dispute between EU and Mexico around Manchego cheese 

Updates to the trade agreement treaties between the EU and Mexico brought to light the issue of the PDO 
cheese Manchego. Manchego is a protected denomination from Castilla-La-Mancha (Spain) but also 
another cheese product in Mexico. There is a conflict between an official denomination in the EU and a 
traditional name used for decades in Mexico. Negotiations are under way but the EU is particularly 
concerned since Mexico is neighbouring the USA that imported 4.4 million kg of (Spanish) Manchego in 
2016. 

ABC 

 

24/01/18 – MEPs promote the fight against fake honey 

Some members of the European Parliament made several propositions to support the EU honey sector. 
Beside bee colonies protection, they highlighted the need to develop effective laboratory analysis 
procedures, such as nuclear magnetic resonance. They also propose to tighten the traceability obligations 
such as mentioning explicitly the country of origin. 

EU Business 
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31/01/18 – Indian government launches kit to test chemicals in fish 

The Indian Ministry of Agriculture launched a test kit to detect the addition of chemical adulterants in 
fish. Ammonia and formaldehyde are common adulterants to extend the shelf life of fresh fish but 
these two substances also cause major health problems. The test kit is easy to use and is composed of 
paper strips, a reagent solution and a chart to assess the results. 

Greater Kashmir 

India 

Fish 
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04/02/18 - Untraceable fruits seized in Campania 

In Sapri (Campania), the Carabinieri confiscated three tons of fruits that had no labelling of origin. Five 
businesses were caught and fined 12 000 EUR. The controls will continue throughout the province of 
Salerno in the next few days. 

La Citta di Salerno 

 

06/02/18 - Discovery of large quantities of counterfeited Balsamic vinegar of Modena 

Three entrepreneurs of Bari have been accused of counterfeiting the traditional Aceto Balsamico di 
Modena by violating the protected production mode. They used cheap table grape, instead of the  
traditional recipe that uses well-defined high-quality grapes. The authorities seized more than 1.3 million 
litres of table grape must and the businesses caught were fined 600 000 EUR. 

Stato Quotidiano 

 

07/02/18 – Two spice production plants shut down for adulteration 

Food safety officers in Kashmir raided two spice production plants and found huge quantities (4500 kg 
in total) of adulterants. Spices such as turmeric, chilli powder, fennel, and coriander were mixed with 
adulterants like grass, rice husk, wheat or salt. These substances were dyed with unauthorised colours 
and used to dilute the spices.  

Rising Kashmir 

 

07/02/18 – Three people arrested over a substandard saffron scam 

Three people were arrested following an investigation conducted in the Spanish saffron sector. They sold 
substandard saffron, exported to countries such as France, Italy, Malaysia, Mauritius, Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Mexico or Argentina. Saffron purity is assessed by ISO standard 3632, which measures the amount of 
non-stigma content and other extraneous matter. The product sold by the fraudsters were labelled as 
category I (highest quality), while the tests classified it as category III (lowest). 

Yahoo 

 

08/02/18 – A business selling fake Iberico ham dismantled in Tenerife 

The Spanish Civil Guard dismantled a business in Tenerife that sold fake Iberico hams, a product with a 
protected denomination of origin (Jamón Ibérico Denominación de Origen Protegida Los Pedroches). The 
alleged fraudster bought hams not bearing this PDO and replaced the labels with new ones under the 
name of a company that was not registered, and also added the official PDO labels. The perpetrator 
initially built trust with clients by first selling high quality products before turning to PDO forgery. 

Eurocarne 
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09/02/18 – A boat full of untraceable fish impounded in Andalusia 

The Civil Guards of Andalusia have impounded a ship containing 5.5 tons of untraceable frozen fish. The 
intervention took place in Ayamonte at the border with Portugal. As the fish lacked the mandatory 
documentation, the authorities withheld the products in the cold store of the company. 

Finanzas 

20 Minutos 

 

12/02/18 - Spanish study reveals that half of the fish served differs from the one on the menu 

Based on DNA tests conducted, the company Azti Tecnalia revealed that half of the fish tested across 300 
Spanish restaurants do not correspond to the species advertised on the menu. The species most 
substituted were sole (83%), hake (73%) and Bluefin tuna (53%). It was also mentioned that cheaper 
dishes (<20 EUR) were most prone to substitution fraud (53%) compared to medium (20-50 EUR, 38% of 
substitution) and higher priced dishes (>50 EUR, 11%). 

AZTI 

La Verdad 

 

13/02/18 – Untraceable food in restaurants 

The Carabinieri inspected 25 ethnic restaurants throughout Italy and discovered mainly problems of 
traceability. The main violations were found in Rome where 430 kg of untraceable food were seized. 
Smaller quantities were also seized in Naples and Salerno. Six people were arrested for selling frozen food 
as fresh food with a false Italian origin. In total, 15 000 EUR of penalties were administered. 

Giornale di Sicilia 

 

19/02/18 - Fake organic coffee unveiled in Pescara 

The Italian sanitary authorities unveiled fraudulent practices in several coffee marketing companies in 
Pescara. These companies competed between each other in marketing coffee-oriented beverages with 
false indications of the products used and the methods of production. The production techniques and 
biological raw materials were misrepresented and not reflected upon the examination of the supply chain 
documentation. No organic production certificates required by the stringent sector's regulations were 
provided. 

Salute 

 

21/02/18 - Mutton sold as lamb in a Welsh Indian restaurant 

An Indian restaurant in Swansea (Wales) was subjected to several unannounced inspections. The 
inspectors found that the dishes advertised as lamb (animal <12 months) were actually made from 
mutton (older animal). No product made from lamb was found in the restaurant's freezers and the mutton 
meat substitute lacked documentation of its origin. 

Wales Online 

 

21/02/18 - Questionable organic certification system in Costa Rica 

In Costa Rica, several companies are accused by local producers for exporting (mainly to the USA and 
Europe) pineapples misbranded as organic products. The problem arises from the organic certifications. 
The authorities claim that the companies were not certified by the officially mandated certification bodies. 
For their part, the accused companies argue that they have been certified by an international organisation. 
However, one of the suspected companies won an appeal against the withdrawal of their organic 
pineapples. The investigations extend to all the actors in the sector, including the certification bodies. 

La Republica 

 

22/02/18 – A car trunk with untraceable clams 

In Porto San Giorgio (Marche), the Italian authorities stopped a car loaded with a trunk full of clams 
(vongole). As suspected, the molluscs had no traceability or documentation of origin. The driver was 
severely fined 20 000 EUR and the product was confiscated and thrown back into the sea. 

Riviera Oggi 
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23/02/18 – Untraceable food found during a wide control operation around Salerno 

Italian authorities conducted a control operation of the food chain in hotels, pastry shops, supermarkets, 
bars, retailers, food stores, as well as in retirement homes. The main violations were: discovery of 400 
kg of untraceable fish, 250 kg of cheese produced without proper authorization, 530 kg of untraceable 
bakery products, 100 kg of counterfeit fresh pasta, together with 4000 fake PDO labels. In total, the 
perpetrators were fined 20 000 EUR. 

Otto Pagine 

 

27/02/18 – Lack of traceability in the fish sector in Sicily 

The Operation Phoenix 6 aimed at controlling the fish sector around Porto Empedocle (Sicily), undertook 
a control-exercise from 29th January to 18th February 2018 and a total of 1872 kg of fish were 
confiscated mainly for lack of traceability or absence of documentation of origin. More than 38 000 EUR 
in fines were imposed.   

Grand Angolo Agrigento 

 

 

 

 

02/02/18 – Possible misbranding of "Alpine milk" 

This article exposes the lack of precise definition for denominating milk "Alpine". The European regulation 
mentions only the provinces/regions where "Alpine milk" can be produced. However, parts of these 
provinces can be located in flat plains. Thus, milk from cows raised in eligible provinces but not in the 
mountains could still produce "Alpine milk", which can mislead the consumer about the true origin of the 
product. 

Panorama 

 

02/02/18 – Italy enforces the mandatory origin labelling of pasta and rice 

Two decrees came into force on 14 February for the mandatory labelling of the origin of wheat used in 
pasta as well as rice. In Italy, one out of three packs of pasta and one out of four packs of rice are 
imported from abroad and not necessarily labelled with its country of origin, passing it as a national 
product. The mandatory labelling of origin was supported by 96% of the consumers. 

Coldiretti 

 

08/02/18 – EU institutions to push for support of the honey sector 

The honey sector has recently been in the spotlight with issues such as the decline in bee colonies or 
adulteration of imported products with exogenous sugars. 

The EU is tackling the problems through several actions. 

The Commission's Joint Research Centre organized a roundtable meeting of the different actors in the 
field to identify ways of detecting fraud in the honey supply chain and to find consensus on the best 
practices to ensure authenticity. 

European Commission 

 

The European Parliament received a report on the prospects and challenges to the EU apiculture sector. 
Adulteration is clearly highlighted as a major problem and proposals have been made to develop new 
detection methods. 

European Parliament 
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22/02/18 – Forbidden GMOs found in animal feed 

The French authorities seized biomass destined for animal consumption that comprised of unauthorised 
genetically modified bacteria. The European Commission was alerted and requested investigations in 
several Member States. They were asked to seize and destroy any suspected products that came from 
the incriminated farms. 

Le Monde 
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France 

Feed 
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Monthly Summary of Articles  
on Food Fraud and Adulteration  

01/03/2018 - High levels of fraud in the meat sector in Russia in 2017 

The results of a study conducted by the consumer protection organisation Roscontrol reported that 22 % 
of the meat sold in Russia in 2017 was not what it was claimed to be; in some regions, the fraud figure 
rose to 68 % and 54 % around Moscow. Pork, and in some cases poultry meat, was sold as beef. 
Mislabelling of the ingredients used for the manufacture of sausages has also been reported by 
investigators. 

Global Meat News 

 

05/03/2018 - Brazilian authorities investigate falsification of certificates of analysis related to 
Salmonella in meat 

Brazilian authorities dismantled an organisation involved in the exportation of meat products 
contaminated with Salmonella. Investigations also revealed that several official control laboratories 
replaced samples of meat contaminated with Salmonella with meat samples that fulfilled the 
legislative criteria when carrying out the control analysis. In this way, meat produced could be exported 
to countries requiring health certificates for importation. Eleven employees, among them executives of 
the company have been detained. The involved laboratories will lose their authorisation  to carry out 
official control analyses.   

The EU banned entries of the affected lots of frozen chicken meat. 

Correio Braziliense 

Finanzas 

 

06/03/2018 – 10 000 kg of salt and spices confiscated by Punjab Food Authorities 

Food authorities in Punjab confiscated ten thousand kg of salt and spices. Nine hundred kg of 
adulterants such as non-food colourants, artificial sugar and other substances that posed a danger to 
human health were also seized. Mono Sodium Glutamate (MSG) was also added to spices, a practice 
outlawed by the local legislation. 

The news 

 

06/03/2018 – Thousands of bottles of fake sparkling wine seized in Portugal 

The Portuguese food safety authority has seized thousands of bottles labelled as a sparkling wine that 
did not comply with the required production process. 

The Portugal News 

Food Fraud Cases 

Retrieved mainly from the JRC tool Medisys (http://medisys.newsbrief.eu/) 
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08/03/2018 – Meat potentially dangerous for human health removed from two Belgian supermarket 
chains 

Belgian food safety authorities observed that about 50 % of the meat handled by a company that 
controls 30 % of the Belgian meat market was potentially dangerous for consumption. Meat not apt for 
human consumption ended up as minced meat and the expiry dates of the products were falsified. Two 
giant supermarket chains have removed from their shelves the products of the company accused.  

Belga 

Diario Vasco 

 

08/03/2018 - Fake  Chianti in powder form sold online  

Online sellers offered powdered wine labelled as Chianti  The powder is intended for preparing wine at 
home by reconstituting with water. Most of the wine powder was not only sold online to customers in 
the UK but also to those in the USA, followed by Russia, China, Canada and Australia. In more than 
50000 transactions, the fraudulent activity fetched a turnover of 200 million €. 

Aska News 

Today 

 

13/03/2018 – Epidemic of fake processed food in urban areas of Africa 

According to the Confederation of Tanzania Industries, about 50 % of imported goods in Tanzania, 
including food, are fake. The problem of fake processed food is not restricted to Tanzania but extends to 
other countries such as Nigeria, Kenya and Ghana. Cases of milk powder with no animal protein or of 
rice husk sold as high-quality rice are cited. Some countries have started taking action to combat the 
situation, for instance, some of them have become members of CODEX Alimentarius and South Africa 
has put in place specific labelling legislation. 

Quartz Africa 

 

14/03/2018 - Sugar and glucose added to Ceylon tea 

The Tea Board has found that 53 Ceylon tea factories added sugar and glucose to their tea products. 
Tea treated this way tend to have an appealing colour but is susceptible to fungal growth. 

Daily Mirror 

 

14/03/2018 - Banned substances added to bakery products in Sokoto (Nigeria) 

The National Agency for Food, Drugs Administration and Control (NAFDAC) has found that some bakeries 
in Sokoto (Nigeria) used potassium bromide and saccharine in the manufacture of their products.. 

Vanguard 

 

14/03/2018 - Expired charcuterie relabelled to enter the market 

Official control authorities in Italy have discovered 800 kg of expired charcuterie products relabelled 
with a prolonged expiry date. The products, removed from the market by the original producer who sold 
them for the purpose of producing feed and/or biomass, made fraudulently their way back to the food 
market. 

Ruvolive 

 

14/03/2018 – Expired fish sold in Oman 

A court in Oman jailed a top company official for attempting to sell more than 600 kg of expired fish 
products in the region of Muscat (Oman). The fish products that were seized last year was produced in 
2015 and had an expiry date of 2016. The producer changed the production date and placed on the 
market the already expired fish products that were unsuitable for human consumption. 

Times of Oman 

Fis 
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15/03/2018 – Oil containing 70 to 90 % sunflower oil sold as "virgin" and "extra-virgin" olive oil 

The Spanish Guardia Civil investigated a fraudster for blending olive oil with other oils and labelling it as 
"virgin" and "extra-virgin" olive oil. Analyses carried out by the authorities showed that the olive oil was 
not harmful to human health, but it contained between 70 and 90 % sunflower oil. The hygienic 
conditions for processing the oil did not comply with the legislative requirements. 

20 Minutos 

 

15/03/2018 – Portuguese clam, sold as Galician 

Since summer 2012, the police of Galicia (Spain) regularly seized clam originating from Portugal and 
sold as Galician (whose quality is internationally recognised). In 2017, the police, in only one seizure, 
stopped more than 3800 kg of Portuguese clam from entering the market as Galician clam. Because of 
the increased controls on the highways, its fraudulent delivery takes place frequently via secondary 
roads. 

La Voz de Galicia 

 

15/03/2018 – Conventional meat sold as organic meat in Belgium 

The same Belgian company found selling expired meat and meat not apt for human consumption was 
also selling conventional meat labelled as organic meat aimed at maximising profits. 

L'Essentiel 

 

16/03/2018 – More than 66 million bottles sold as high-quality Côtes-du-Rhône wine 

French police dismantled a fraudulent activity that placed on the market more than 66 million bottles of 
cheap wine labelled as high-quality Côtes-du-Rhône wine. Ten thousand litres bore the label of the 
reputed Chateauneuf-du-Pape. 

The Local 

KSL 

The Times 

 

17/03/18 – More than 3000 kg red and white meat of unknown origin seized in Algeria 

More than 3 tons of red and white meat without proper labels indicating their origin were seized in the 
region of Bouira. The meat most likely originated from clandestine abattoirs operating in the region. 

La Depeche de Kabylie 

 

19/03/2018 – Fruit labelling fraud in Shanghai 

A firm has been taken to court for selling more than one million pieces of fruit that bear false labels. 
Forty-thousand stickers from well-known companies were falsified and sold. 

Fruitnet 

 

27/03/18 – Three children die in Punjab after eating toffees and candies 

Three children have died in Punjab after eating toffees and candies bought at a local shop. Shops within 
a radius of 200 metres were closed as they awaited the results of the analysis of identifying the toxic 
substance in clarifying the cause of the children's death.  

The News 

The problem of sub-standard candies that do not fulfil the standards set by legislation is also common 
in India, specifically in Kashmir where candies containing additives that could be dangerous to children 
and adults are sold. The confectionery products, including chocolates and toffees, lack essential label 
information about the manufacturer, ingredients and expiry date. 

Greater Kashmir 
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http://www.fruitnet.com/americafruit/article/175041/firm-sentencing-for-counterfeit-foods
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/297154-three-children-die-after-taking-toxic-toffees-in-manawan
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/297154-three-children-die-after-taking-toxic-toffees-in-manawan
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/297154-three-children-die-after-taking-toxic-toffees-in-manawan
http://www.greaterkashmir.com/news/opinion/sweet-poison-in-kashmir-will-government-act/280264.html
http://www.greaterkashmir.com/news/opinion/sweet-poison-in-kashmir-will-government-act/280264.html
http://www.greaterkashmir.com/news/opinion/sweet-poison-in-kashmir-will-government-act/280264.html
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27/03/18 – Eight hundred kg of different food commodities confiscated in Italy in a coordinated raid 

The State Police in Italy has seized more than 800 kg of food (fish, meat, eggs and milk) in a joint 
operation carried out across the entire country. In most cases, the seized food lacked documentation 
regarding their traceability. 

Blog Sicilia 

Catania Today 

 

29/03/18 – Fifty tons of expired meat seized in Mallorca 

The Spanish National Police has seized 50 tons of meat in Mallorca that constituted a risk to human 
health and were destined to be sold to restaurants, hotels and schools. Several illicit practices were 
carried out: mislabelling, de-freezing of the product by adding warm water and the addition of viscera 
and pork blood to cow meat to increase its weight. Some of the seized meat, according to the original 
label of the producer, expired more than three years and was contaminated with Salmonella. In some 
cases, the required documentation for traceability purposes was missing. 

Diario de Mallorca 

 

30/03/18 –Brazilian campaign detected massive fish substitution  

The campaign launched by Brazilian authorities detected 21 % of irregularities regarding the declaration 
of species. Specifies identification was done with DNA analysis and it showed that in one out of five 
cases, the species declared on the label did not correspond with the fish sold. The substitution affected 
mostly the most expensive species. 

Agencia Brasil 

 

31/03/18 – Charcuterie products fraudulently sold as registered trademark.  

Italian authorities discovered a company selling charcuterie to supermarkets using a registered trade 
mark ("suiné-suino brado di Norcia"), a recognised brand in Valnerina, which can only be produced using 
meat from pigs raised by the family Fausti, owner of the registered trademark. 

Tuttoggi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

01/03/18 – European Parliament requested better protection of bees and apiculture in Europe 

The European Parliament has requested the European Commission and the Member States to initiate a 
set of actions to protect bees and the apiculture sector in Europe. The measurements to be implemented 
are diverse: - increasing the budget allocated to protect the sector, - banning the use of pesticides that 
can be harmful to bees, - developing treatments for diseases that can affect bees, etc. Measurements 
should also be instituted to eliminate from the European market imported honeys which do not fulfil EU 
standards. 

Ecodiario 

Agenzia Nova 

Europa nu 

 

05/03/2018 – US consumers favour more stringent legislation regarding labelling information on 
geographical origin of wine  

According to a survey published by the Wine Origins Alliance, 94 % of wine consumers in the USA favour 
introducing labelling legislation to protect the consumer against misinformation. USA legislation allows 
the use of names such as Champagne or Chianti, even if the wine was not produced in those regions. 

Market Watch 
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http://tuttoggi.info/guerra-dei-salumi-azienda-condannata-per-frode-in-commercio/446490/
http://ecodiario.eleconomista.es/sociedad/noticias/8975614/03/18/La-Eurocamara-reclama-fondos-para-proteger-a-las-abejas-y-combatir-la-adulteracion-de-la-miel.html
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06/03/18 – Big food retailer uses blockchain technology for tracing  chickens 

Big food retailer will, for the first time, use a blockchain based traceability system in Europe. The 
history of chicken carcasses (date of birth, farmer registration code, veterinary treatments that the 
animal might have undergone, etc.) will be retrievable via a QR code, which can be read with a smart-
phone. This approach will be used in the future on other products commercialised by the same 
supermarket chain such as honey, Spanish oranges, free-range eggs, French tomatoes, etc. 

Le Monde 

 

06/03/18 – By the end of March Italian legislation will request the indication of the geographical origin 
of the cereals used to produce pasta 

In 20 days' time, Italian legislation will make it mandatory to indicate the geographical origin of the 
cereals used to produce pasta.  

Gravina Life 

 

12/03/18 – European Commission launches Knowledge Centre to boost food quality and step up the 
fight against food fraud 

The European Commission launched the Knowledge Centre for Food Fraud and Quality, operated by the 
Joint Research Centre. The Knowledge Centre, a network comprising experts in and outside the 
Commission, will support EU policymakers and national authorities by providing access to and sharing 
of up-to-date scientific knowledge on food fraud and food quality issues.  

The Knowledge Centre for Food Fraud and Quality will: 

• coordinate market surveillance activities, for example, on the composition and sensory 
properties of food offered under the same packaging and branding on several markets across the EU; 

• operate an early warning and information system for food fraud, for instance, through 
media monitoring and providing this information to the general public; 

• link information systems of Member States and the Commission, such as databases 
describing the composition of certain high-value agri-food products such as wine or olive oil; 

• generate country-specific knowledge; for example, by mapping the competencies and 
laboratory infrastructures in the Member States. 

Europa 

ORF 

 

27/03/18 – The System for Administrative Assistance and Food Fraud has been used mostly by Spain, 
Germany, The Netherlands and Italy in 2017 

The annual report published by the EU's Food Fraud Network for 2017 indicates that Spain, Germany, 
The Netherlands and Italy are the Member States that made the most frequent use of the System for 
Administrative Assistance and Cooperation. Most of the cases belong to the categories of mislabelling 
and of replacement/dilution/addition/removal 

Food navigator 

Europe 

Chicken 

Italy 

Pasta 

EU 

Food 

EU 

Food 
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27/03/2018 – The Indian government discusses the possibility of increasing the penalty for food 
and milk adulteration 

The Indian minister for Food and Drug Administration says that the state government is currently 
discussing the possibility of increasing the penalty for those committing food and milk adulteration. 
The penalty could vary from 10 years to life long imprisonment.  This is an attempt of the 
government to stop the increase in food adulteration from 1162 cases in 2015 to 2529 in 2017. 

The Hindu 

 

 

 

India 

Food/milk 
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01/04/18 - Renowned Bordeaux wine producer accused of adding sugar to wine 
 

France 

A producer of Medoc wine has been accused of chaptalisation (adding of sugar to grape must 
before fermentation) of 397 hectolitres of wine harvested in 2016 and worth 2.3 million €.  

The Times 

 
Wine 

 
Artificial 
enhancement 

 
08/04/18- Horse meat not fit for human consumption enters the food chain  

 
Ireland 

Around 30 horses not fit for human consumption and bearing false documents entered the Irish 
market from some Eastern countries.  

The Times 

 
Meat 

 
Intentional distribution  
products not fit for 
consumption 

16/04/18 - Ten tons of expired frozen fish seized  
 

Italy 

Ten tons of frozen fish, already expired between 2015 and 2017, was seized by the police in 
Cefalu (Italy). Another 1.5 ton was found without traceability documentation.  

Live Sicilia 

 
Fish 

 
Intentional distribution 
of products not fit for 
consumption 

16/04/18 - Fraud in the production of "Prosciutto di Parma" and "San Daniele" 
 

Italy 

Only certain Italian pig breeds can be used for the production of Prosciutto di Parma and San 
Daniele. Italian authorities demonstrated that Danish Duroc boars had been used for insemination 
purposes to reduce the fat content of the hams produced. Hundreds of producers of Prosciutto di 
Parma and San Daniele were involved in the fraud. The two certification organisations that ensure 
compliance with the rules for Prosciutto di Parma and Sand Daniele production will be suspended 
for six months and will be closely controlled by the authorities in the future.  

Il Fatto Alimentare 

Ansa 

 
Ham 

 
Counterfeit/Substitution 

 
17/04/18 - Six tons of tuna and salmon without proper labels seized  

 
Italy 

Italian police seized six tons of tuna, salmon and some other types of fish for lack of appropriate 
traceability documentation.  

Il Gazzettino 

 
Fish 

 
Mislabelling 

Food Fraud Cases 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/world/top-chateau-accused-of-adding-sugar-to-wine-tvfst2fx0
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/ireland/suspect-horse-meat-in-food-chain-kc06jl86w
http://livesicilia.it/2018/04/16/pesce-congelato-scaduto-scatta-il-sequestro-a-cefalu_951183/
http://www.ilfattoalimentare.it/prosciutto-parma-san-daniele-controlli.html
http://www.ansa.it/sardegna/notizie/2018/04/18/sospesi-certificatori-prodotti-dop_027c78bf-1ed8-4ac9-829a-f992103858eb.html
https://www.ilgazzettino.it/nordest/rovigo/porto_viro_sequestro_capitaneria_di_porto_nas_pesce_etichette_maximulta-3673840.html
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18/04/18 – India records a high rate of milk adulteration 
 

India 

According to the Indian authorities and from the results of the 2017 official controls, 30 % of the 
milk sold in India is adulterated. Adding water to increase the volume is the most common type of 
fraud. This practice can have implications for consumers' health if the water used is contaminated. 
Also, sodium hydroxide, detergents, starch, sugar and urea have been detected in the adulterated 
milk.  

Securing Industry 

 
Milk 

 
Dilution/Artificial 
enhancement 

 
18/04/18 - Two tons of fish seized for lack of proper documentation 

 
Italy 

Italian police have seized two tons of fish for lack of appropriate documentation in compliance with 
European legislation. Further controls will take place to ascertain if other irregularities occurred in the 
supermarket where the fish had to be sold.  

Genova Today 

 
Fish 

 
Mislabelling 

 
23/04/18 - Bakeries sell products containing non-food colours 

 
Pakistan 

Control authorities have disclosed that most bakeries in Kohat (Pakistan) sold products containing 
non-food colours, with some of them known to be carcinogenic. More than 360 kg of sweets have 
been discarded together with 160 L of adulterated milk  

The News 

 

 
Bakery 

 

Intentional 
distribution 
products not fit for 
consumption 

23/04/18 - Half a ton of fish seized 
 

Italy 

Italian authorities seized more than 500 kg of different types of fish (salmon, tuna, swordfish, etc.) of 
low quality to be used in the preparation of sushi and sashimi. The controls carried out in restaurants 
and shops showed that in some cases frozen expired fish was offered.  

Meridionews 

 
Fish 

 
Mislabelling 

 
23/04/18 – Mislabelled  fish fillets found to be sold  

 
France 

According to a report published by Direction Générale de la Concurrence, de la Consommation et de la 
Répression des Fraudes (DGCCRF) of the French Ministry of Economy, 23 % of the fish fillets sampled 
where non-compliant with labelling rules. Frequently, the fillets were sold as fresh fish although in 
reality, they had been de-frozen. Other irregularities related not only to water and injection to 
increase fish weight of up to 30 %, together with the addition of salt, potassium lactate, potassium 
acetate, citric acid and polyphosphate for retaining water, but also non-authorised additives such as 
nitrates and nitrites (carcinogenic) together with ascorbic acid to give tuna a red colour.  

Il Salvagente 

 
Fish 

 

Intentional 
distribution of 
products  
not fit for 
consumption 
/Artificial 
enhancement 
/Mislabelling 

 
12/04/18 – One-third of spices sold in Canada not what they say they are 

 
  

Following the increased controls carried out by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency in 2017, around 
one-third of the spices sold in Canada were found to be adulterated. Some of the cases may be 
attributed to accidental contamination, hence underlying more of a problem of the quality control 
system rather than the problem of fraud; the rest is mostly due to the addition of cheap vegetable 
material to expensive spices, for instance, cut olive leaves to herbs from Provence. In some cases, the 
substance added could be even toxic as is the case with Sudan Red which is added to enhance the 
colour of some spices.  

La presse 

 

 
Canada 

 
Spices 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/milk-adulteration-in-india-remains-rampant/s104/a7417/#.WtcMpGcsZGM
http://www.genovatoday.it/cronaca/guardia-costiera-pesce-sequestro.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/307780-food-outlets-using-substandard-material-fined-in-kohat
http://catania.meridionews.it/articolo/64954/oltre-mezza-tonnellata-di-pesce-sequestrato-denunciati-vari-ristoratori-di-sushi-e-sashimi/
https://ilsalvagente.it/2018/04/23/il-test-francese-il-23-del-pesce-fresco-e-dopato/35183/
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2018/04/10/UN-release-report-on-vulnerability-of-fish-food-chain-to-fraud
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27/04/18 - Major operation dismantles organised network that sold sugar to wine producer for 
fraudulent enrichment 

 
 

Italy 

Italian authorities have dismantled a criminal network that sold Slovenian and Serbian sugar on the 
black market to wine producers for chaptalisation, a practice  only allowed in exceptional 
circumstances in Europe.  

R.It 

 
Wine 

 
Artificial 
enhancement 

 
25/04/18- OPSON VII: 3600 tons of fraudulent and sub-standard food seized 

 
  

Europol and Interpol presented the first insight into the results of the OPSON VII investigation 
(supported by customs, police and national food authorities). 3600 tons of counterfeited and sub-
standard foods were seized, indicating that fraudulent practices are widespread in the food area. 
OPSON VII ran for more than four months, with more than 41000 tests carried out. Rotten meat, 
fraudulent use of colours in meat and non-compliant baby food are few examples of what was found. 
The full report will be published in the coming months.  

Europol 

 
World 

 
Food 

 
 
 

03/04/18 - Mexican authorities support honey producers and traders operating legally 

 
  

Relevant food authorities in Jalisco (Mexico), have started setting up a system to protect honey 
producers and traders who operate legally. One of the first initiatives is an app for smart-phones 
(BiotikApp) that allows consumers to trace information on apiculture activities such as blossoming in 
the areas where honey is produced, etc.  

The most frequent cases of honey fraud in Mexico involve the addition of maize, soya and rice syrup 
to increase the volume of honey, as well as mislabelling regarding the geographical origin of the 
product. Usually, Chinese honey is relabelled and sold as Mexican honey and at a lower price.  

Debate 

 
Mexico 

 
Honey 

 
11/04/18- A report released by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
identifies fish as the second-most vulnerable food commodity affected by frauds 

 

  

According to a recent report by the FAO, fish is identified as the main target for fraud, with fish 
substitution and mislabelling being the most common fraud practices. 

Fraud in the fishing sector can have a direct impact on consumer health if toxic species are used to 
replace more expensive non-toxic ones and if wild caught fish is replaced by fish obtained from 
aquaculture in which contaminated water was used. 

The currently used traceability system, based on paper documents, is prone to fraudulent practices 
and according to the report, it should be substituted with a more reliable system capable of giving the 
consumer access to relevant information.  

Food Navigator 

 
World 

 
Fish 

 
12/04/18 – Beef producers petition the Department of Agriculture of the United States (USDA) to set 
rules that differentiate meat from a cultured meat 

 

  

The Department of Agriculture of the United States (USDA) has been petitioned by the US Cattlemen's 
Association to set clear rules allowing consumers to distinguish between meat and the synthetic 
proteins produced in a laboratory (in-vitro meat). The debate focusses on formalising a definition that 
explains the extent to which the term "meat" can also be applied to the mentioned synthetic proteins. 

Beef Point 

 

 
USA 

 
Meat 

   

Other interesting articles 

http://napoli.repubblica.it/cronaca/2018/04/27/news/caserta_zucchero_serbo_venduto_in_nero_per_sofisticare_il_vino_9_arresti-194907008/?rss
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/fraud-plate-over-3-600-tonnes-of-dangerous-food-removed-consumer-market
https://www.debate.com.mx/salud/miel-mexicana-consumo-de-miel-china-abejas-apicultura-produccion-20180403-0072.html
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2018/04/10/UN-release-report-on-vulnerability-of-fish-food-chain-to-fraud
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/c35966bef9b816acff772766f/files/93a80175-c96b-4c10-9ff6-8f500967dbbe/20180209_USCA_FSIS_Petition_re_definition_of_beef_and_meat.pdf
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25/04/18 - France proposes banning the use of the word "meat" to label vegetarian alternatives 

 
France looks set to ban the use of the word "meat" to label vegetarian alternatives to meat products. 
Also, the use of words such as fillet, steak and sausage in labels for vegetarian products shall be 
prohibited since they could mislead the consumer.  

Farmers Guardian 

 
France 

 
Meat 

 

 

 

  

Disclaimer: The selection of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not indicate the frequency of food 
fraud in a particular country and/or a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any responsibility  

for the truthfulness of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be regarded as  
stating the official position of the European Commission 

 
The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 
Joint Research Centre Copyrights pictures: 

 Africa Studio  – Fotolia.com  

 Alex White – Fotolia.com 

 UBE – Fotolia.com 

 Vitals – Fotolia.com 

  
E-mail: 
JRC-F-INFO@ec.europa.eu 
 

https://www.fginsight.com/news/news/industry-backs-french-move-to-ban-meat-labelling-on-vegetable-alternatives-59146
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01/05/18 - High amount of olive oil fraud detected in Brazil  
 

Brazil 

The Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture found that almost 60 % of the olive oils sampled in the frame of 
Operation Isis, were subject to some fraud. During the same exercise, 300 000 litres of olive oil were 
eliminated from the market. The most frequent type of fraud was the extension of olive oil with oils of 
a different origin. 

Istoé 

 
Olive oil 

 
Dilution/substitution 

   

03/05//18 - Pasta not filled with cheese type indicated on the label  

Almost 1.5 tons of different products were withdrawn from the market because they were not made 
with a PDO cheese from Bergamo as mentioned on the label. 

 
Italy 

 
Pasta & cheese 

Fanpage 
 

Mislabelling 

   

04/05/18 - Fifty-five per cent of the inspected olive oil producers in the region of Murcia did not 
respect labelling requirements  

Spain 

More than 50 % of the investigated olive oil producers in the Spanish region of Murcia placed olive oil 
on the market with either missing label information, or labelling it as "extra-virgin olive oil" despite 
being "virgin olive oil", and some oils contained even a mixture of olive oil and other oils.  

La Verdad 

 
Olive oil 

 
Mislabelling 

   

09/05/18 - Wine falsely labelled as Amarone della Valpolicella 
 

Italy 

Italian police have dismantled a large network involved in the counterfeiting of wine. Hundreds of 
bottles and thousands of litres of wine labelled as Amarano della Valpolicella produced in the centre 
and south of Italy have been seized. Not only the labels indicating the geographical origin of the wine 
was counterfeited but also the state's tax stamp.. The illegal activity was discovered because of the 
very low price of the wine and the non-existence of the purported company claimed on the label to 
have bottled the wine. Part of the wine had already been exported to Germany.  

Verona Sera 

 
Wine 

 
Mislabelling 

   

10/05/18 - Thousands of kilos of cumin confiscated by the Indian Spices Board 
 

India 

The Spices Board of India has confiscated more than ten tons of cumin destined for exportation 
because it contained around 23 % extraneous substances, well above the maximum legal limit of 3 %. 
India is a major exporter of cumin.  

Bussiness-Standard 

 
Cumin 

Food Fraud Cases 

https://istoe.com.br/ministerio-de-agricultura-reprova-597-das-amostras-de-azeite-de-oliva-no-pais-2/
https://milano.fanpage.it/frode-sulla-pasta-fresca-ripiena-denunciata-una-ditta-bergamasca/
http://www.laverdad.es/murcia/alertan-grave-fraude-20180504115950-nt.html
http://www.veronasera.it/cronaca/amarone-contraffatto-aziende-giudizio-milioni-euro-9-maggio-2018.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/spices-board-halts-export-of-adulterated-cumin-consignment-118051001252_1.html
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14/05/18 – Belgian producer of poultry meat accused of falsifying expiry dates and misuse of "organic" 
labels.  

Belgium 

The company that provides most of the poultry sold by butchers in the Belgian province of Antwerp has 
been accused of selling poultry meat with a falsified expiry date and somewhat incorrectly labelling 
them as "organic". Hygienic conditions at the premises were also not satisfactory.  

RTL Info 

 

 
Chicken 

 
Intentional 
distribution of 
expired 
goods/Mislabelling 

   

16/05/18 – High proportion of coffee sold as 100 % Arabica contained cheaper Robusta species  
 

World 

An international study by UK scientists who developed a new analytical method for detection of 
adulterated coffee found that 10 % of the coffee samples tested contained different proportions of 
Coffea canephora (syn. Robusta), which is cheaper than Coffea Arabica. The proportions of Robusta 
varied from 1.6 % to more than 21 %.  

Food Manufacture 

 
Coffee 

 
Substitution 

   

21/05/18 - Almost one ton of meat withdrawn from the market in Constantine 
 

Algeria 

Nearly one thousand kilos of meat have been withdrawn from the market by the Algerian police in 
Constantine. The meat, which originated from a clandestinely operated abattoir was sold with false 
labels and represented a risk for human health.  

El Watan 

 
Meat 

 
Mislabelling/ 
Intentional 
distribution of 
contaminated 
products 

   

26/05/18 - Food Authority in Pakistan destroyed 1000 litres of adulterated milk 
 

Pakistan  

The Food Authority in Pakistan confiscated 1000 litres of adulterated milk together with other food 
commodities that were confiscated for not fulfilling hygienic conditions, containing banned substances 
and being rotten. More than 40 shops sold the products.  

The Express Tribune 

 
Milk 

 
Mislabelling/ 
Intentional 
distribution of 
contaminated 
products 

   

28/05/18 – Aquacultured sea bass  sold as wild caught in the Mediterranean 
 

Italy  

Italian police have found 100 kilos of sea bass intended to be sold as wild caught in the Mediterranean, 
and a fish farm in Greece produced it. The fish was sold to restaurants and fish mongers at a much 
higher price, hence causing economic damage that affected the sector providing the genuine product.  

BJ Liguria Bussiness Journal 

 
Fish 

 
Mislabelling/  

   

29/05/18 - Mechanically separated meat and meat contaminated with Listeria on Brazilian market 
 

Brazilian  

Brazilian food authorities have found charcuterie products containing undeclared mechanically 
separated meat which is not allowed or must not be above the legal limit. Some contained starch 
above the legal limit and others were contaminated with Listeria.  

Ministerio Publico 

 

 
Meat 

 
Intentional 
distribution of 
expired 
goods/Mislabelling 

   

   

   

   

   

   

https://www.rtl.be/info/belgique/societe/apres-le-boeuf-le-poulet-deux-responsables-d-un-abattoir-flamand-ont-ete-arretes-1021597.aspx?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Rtlinfos-ALaUne+%28RTL.be+-+La+une+de+l%27actualit%C3%A9%29
https://www.rtl.be/info/belgique/societe/apres-le-boeuf-le-poulet-deux-responsables-d-un-abattoir-flamand-ont-ete-arretes-1021597.aspx?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Rtlinfos-ALaUne+%28RTL.be+-+La+une+de+l%27actualit%C3%A9%29
https://www.foodmanufacture.co.uk/Article/2018/05/16/New-system-developed-to-prevent-coffee-fraud?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
http://www.elwatan.com/regions/est/constantine/abattage-illicite-a-constantine-saisie-de-plus-de-997-kg-de-viande-21-05-2018-368627_129.php
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1719133/1-substandard-rotten-foodstuff-abbottabad-food-authority-raids-stores/
http://liguria.bizjournal.it/2018/05/genova-sequestrati-100-kg-di-branzini-spacciati-per-pescati-in-mare/
https://www.mprs.mp.br/noticias/46941/
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30/05/18 - Fake ke fruit juice and carbonated drinks  
 

Pakistan  

The Food Authority in Punjab has shut down two factories that produced substandard artificial flavours 
and ten companies that used them. The fruit flavours were produced without using fruit and were 
chemically contaminated. Expired products were also sold.  

The news 

 
Refreshments 

 
Artificial 
enhancement/Subst
itution 

 
 

01/05/18 - Blockchain as solution to combat fake food among online retailers 
 

China 

Fake food has become a topical issue in China, and the problem has increased since people demand 
food via online retailers. Blockchain can help overcome the problem; however,  if the package contains 
a label to trace the producer of the food, somebody could re-use the same package to fill it with fake 
food.  

Asiatimes 

 
Food 

  

   

02/05/18- Indicating the geographical origin of food will  boost local economies and support 
sustainability.  

World 

A recent study conducted by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), has shown that consumers are willing to 
pay more for products with a declared denomination of origin. The study covered  different products 
from various countries in all continents: from Darjeeling tea (India) to Taliouine saffron (Morocco) 
through Manchego cheese (Spain), Colombian coffee and Vale dos Vinhedos wine (Brazil). The types of 
products mentioned also contribute to healthy diets and the preservation of food heritage. 

Onuitalia 

 
Food 

  

   

23/05/18 - New device based on blockchain to identify counterfeited products 
 

World 

One of the leading IT multinational companies is set to use information readable on a handheld 
detector to identify counterfeited products. The idea is to use optical patterns that are unique to a 
product or substance and would be produced instantly as the genuine product leaves the 
manufacturing plant and will accompany the product during its entire shelf life. This device has already 
been introduced in the diamond business and would also be used in the future on other products such 
as expensive wine and medicines.  

Engadget 

 
Wine 

  

   
26/05/18 - Distinguishing authentic Mozzarella di Bufala from cheaper analogues 

 
Italy 

A research group of the university "La Sapienza" in Rome has developed a method to distinguish 
Mozzarella di Bufala from soft cheese produced from cow's milk. The method is based on the 
determination of minor components present in the buffalo milk, for instance, ergocalciferol, but not in 
cow's milk. Also, substances such as beta-carotene that can be found in cow's milk but not in buffalo's 
milk are used as discrimination markers.  

Chemistry Views 

 
Cheese 

  

   
26/05/18 - Request to label the geographical origin of milk and milk products 

 
Spain 

The Xunta of Galicia autonomous government has requested the Spanish Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Food and Environment to indicate the geographical origin of milk and its derivatives. This 
request is based on the right of consumers to know the origin of the products they buy. Supported by a 
private initiative, milk produced in Galicia is already sold with the label "Galega 100 %"  

Inversion & Finanzas 
 

 
Dairy products 

  

   

   

Other interesting articles 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/323210-pfa-seals-two-factories-for-substandard-production
http://www.atimes.com/article/fake-food-is-a-problem-alibaba-hopes-blockchain-is-the-cure/
http://www.onuitalia.com/2018/05/02/sviluppo-sostenibile-studio-fao-su-etichettatura-di-origine-geografica/
https://www.engadget.com/2018/05/23/ibm-handheld-counterfeit-goods-detector-AI/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+weblogsinc%2Fengadget+%28Engadget%29&guccounter=1
https://www.chemistryviews.org/details/news/11051533/Telling_Real_Water_Buffalo_Mozzarella_From_Cheap_Fakes.html
http://www.finanzas.com/noticias/empresas/20180526/xunta-insistira-ante-mapama-3848036.html
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30/05/18 - New analytical method to identify the presence of truffles in food. 
 

World  

A method has been published to differentiate bis(methylthio)methane synthesised by truffles from the 
same compound used as an additive and synthesised from petrochemicals.  Bis(methylthio)methane is 
the compound responsible for the characteristic smell that food prepared with truffles have. The 
method will help to combat economic fraud since truffles are an expensive food commodity.   

EurekAlert! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Truffles 

  
  
  

Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of 
foodfraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any 
responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not 
be regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission 
 
The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 
Joint Research Centre Copyrights pictures: 

 Africa Studio-Fotolia.com  

 Alex White – Fotolia.com 

 UBE – Fotolia.com 

 Vitals – Fotolia.com 

  
E-mail: 
JRC-F-INFO@ec.europa.eu 

 

 

 

https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-05/acs-sor053018.php
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-05/acs-sor053018.php
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03/06/18 – Withdrawl of 150 000 litres of adulterated Verdicchio wine  
 

Italy 

The authority responsible for the anti-fraud fight in Emilia Romagna and Marche has withdrawn from 
the market 150000 litres of wine, falsely declared as Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi DOC. 

ANSA 

 
Wine 

 
Substitution/ 

Mislabelling 
   

06/06/18 - False mozzarella di bufala DOP sold in BENELUX supermarkets 

Fresh cheese produced in Belgium has been sold under the guise of the famous Italian specialty in 
Benelux supermarkets. The false mozzarella di bufala, which had no traceability information was sold 
at 30 Euro/kilo. The Italian authorities started the "ex-officio" procedure to investigate the case. 

 
Italy 

 
Cheese 

Il Giornale 
 

Substitution/ 

Mislabelling 

   

07/06/18 - Factory producing adulterated spices sealed 

  
Pakistan 

Food safety authorities have sealed a factory in Pakistan where substandard and low-quality spices 
were adulterated by colouring them with synthetic dyes that are usually used for textiles.  

The News 

 
Spices 

 
Mislabelling 

   

13/06/18 - Adulterated brown sugar seized in Kenya 
 

Kenya 

Thousands of kilos of contraband brown sugar originating from Brazil were confiscated in Nairobi. The 
sugar, which was contaminated with copper and mercury, was harmful to consumers. It was 
earmarked to be transported to sugar factories in Kenya for further refining. Also cooking oil without 
traceability information was found in the same warehouse.  

The Star 

 
Sugar 

 
Intentional 
distribution of 
contaminated 
products/ 
Mislabelling 

   

13/06/18 – 'Locally' caught fish sourced from far away 
 

USA 

A well-known company in the USA which claims to supply fish caught off the USA east-coast was 
found to be selling  not only fish originating from the USA but also from faraway places in the world 
and not only wild caught but also from aquaculture. The fraud was detected when some species were 
delivered to restaurants and canteens even in months when those species had migrated to warmer 
waters.  

The Telegram 

 
Fish 

 
Origin masking 

   

Food Fraud Cases 

http://www.ansa.it/umbria/notizie/2018/06/03/sequestro-150mila-litri-falso-verdicchio_c0692947-0146-4969-829f-0fdfb290fb1d.html
http://www.ilgiornale.it/news/cronache/scoperta-falsa-mozzarella-dop-belgio-1537427.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/326636-factory-manufacturing-substandard-spices-sealed
https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2018/06/13/matiangi-at-war-with-contraband-traders-selling-chemicals-poison-to_c1772379
http://www.thetelegram.com/news/ap-investigation-sustainable-seafood-dealer-sold-fishy-tale-218125/
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14/06/18 – Fish destined for canning sold as fresh 
 

Spain 

The Spanish Guardia Civil spotted two companies that sold canning grade tuna as "fresh tuna". Tuna for 
fresh consumption needs to be stored below -18 °C, while that to be canned is stored at -9 °C. One of 
the companies had offered more than 150 tons of lower-quality tuna for fresh consumption. The 
demand for fresh tuna to prepare sushi has increased worldwide, and this in part explains this type of 
fraud, which affects 25 000 tons of tuna and represents an economic gain of more than 200 million 
Euro (https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/safety/docs/food-fraud_succ-coop_tuna.pdf). 

On the same premises, vegetable colourants to be added to tuna to increase the red colour were also 
discovered. Addition of such colourants is prohibited. Up to 10 tons of tuna could have entered the 
market through this illicit practice..  

20 Minutos 

 
Fish 

 
Mislabelling 

   

15/06/18 – Several tons of different food commodities fraudulently labelled as organic 
 

Italy 

The Italian Carabinieri cracked down on the marketing of organic food and found that eggs, oranges, 
aromatic herbs, pasta and fish that were labelled as "organic" were in reality conventionally produced. 
Although the products were apt for human consumption, they however caused economic damage to 
honest producers of organic food. 

Gazzetta di Reggio 

 
Food 

 
Mislabelling 

   

18/06/18 – Spices sold on the French market are frequently adulterated 
 

France 

According to controls carried out by French authorities, 51 % of the checked samples were subject to 
some fraud. Saffron was most commonly adulterated (81 % of the samples). Peanut in cumin powder 
and almond in paprika are examples of substitution that endanger the health of allergic consumers.. A 
Curcuma species used for medicinal purposes and which can have considerable side effects was sold 
as edible curcuma.  

Process Alimentaire 

DGCCRF 

 
Spices 

 
Mislabelling/ 

Substitution /  

   

18/06/18 – Expensively priced eggs were not 'free-range' 
 

UK 

A farmer was found guilty for selling eggs at high prices by faking that they were free-range eggs 
when in reality they did not fulfil the criteria set by the EU. The same farmer had 3000 more chickens 
than allowed on his farm.  

IC Markets 

 

 
Eggs 

 
Mislabelling 

21/06/18 - High proportion of fish consumed in North America mislabelled 
 

Canada 

According to a study by the University of British Columbia, more than 20 % of fish consumed in Canada 
is not what is declared to be. The highest number of infringements, close to 30 %, was seen in 
restaurants; among them, Japanese restaurants had the lowest number of non-conformities. Fish 
offered by fishmongers were wrongly labelled in 24 % of cases. The authors found that the figures can 
be extrapolated to the whole North American market. The study did not cover the situation in Europe..  

Qué! 

 
Fish 

 
Substitution 

   

21/06/18 – Tea adulterated with artificial colourants  
 

India 

35 000 kg of tea mixed with artificial colourants and unfit for human consumption were seized by the 
police responsible for food safety in India. The forbidden substances were added to tea leaves of 
inferior quality to improve their appearance.  

The Times of India 

 
Tea 

 
Artificial 
enhancement/ 

Intentional 

 distribution of 
contaminated 
products 

   

https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/safety/docs/food-fraud_succ-coop_tuna.pdf
https://www.20minutos.es/noticia/3368261/0/guardia-civil-investiga-cuatro-personas-por-su-relacion-con-ingesta-alimentaria-dos-personas-italia/
http://gazzettadireggio.gelocal.it/reggio/cronaca/2018/06/14/news/alimenti-bio-fasulli-ditte-reggiane-nei-guai-1.16965294
http://www.processalimentaire.com/Qualite/51-de-fraudes-detectees-dans-les-epices-34361
https://www.economie.gouv.fr/dgccrf/controle-qualite-des-epices
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5856793/Farmer-41-lied-customers-eggs-free-range-faces-jail-290-000-fraud.html?ITO=1490&ns_mchannel=rss&ns_campaign=1490
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5856793/Farmer-41-lied-customers-eggs-free-range-faces-jail-290-000-fraud.html?ITO=1490&ns_mchannel=rss&ns_campaign=1490
http://www.que.es/ultimas-noticias/201806211059-pescado-consume-muchos-paises-fraude.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/34000kg-adulterated-tea-worth-rs-70-lakh-seized/articleshow/64673400.cms
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21/06/18 - False mozzarella di bufala DOP and other types of cheese  
 

Italy 

In the frame of a concerted action to protect tourists from being offered non-authentic mozzarella di 
bufala in resorts in Italy, the Carabinieri of Salerno reported cases of substitution or misdescription of 
mozzarella di bufala and of other types of cheese made with buffalo milk.  

Napoli 

 
Cheese 

 
Substitution 

   

22/06/18 - Famous Bordeaux wine producer accused of non-declared chaptalisation 
 

France 

The owner of a well-known chateau was found guilty for adding sugar (chaptalisation) to the wine of 
the 2016 vintage. The judges ordered the destruction of 53 000 bottles, worth €2.3 million 

The Times  

 
Wine 

 
Artificial 
enhancement 

   

22/06/18 –A  large amount of ham and other types of meat seized  
 

Spain 

The Spanish Ministry of Health and the Guardia Civil have impounded thousands of kilos of ham and 
other types of meat that were expired, re-labelled and re-introduced into the market. Some of the 
seized products were rotten and had been stored in non-hygienic conditions. Different lots of the meat 
were found in various Spanish provinces. 

Hoy  

 
Meet 

 
Intentional 
distribution of 
products not fit for 
consumption 

   

27/06/18 - Expired eggs without traceability information  
 

Italy 

Food authorities have found 65 000 eggs lacking traceability information and for which the 
consumption deadline had been fraudulently extended.  
Carabinieri  

 
Eggs 

 
Mislabelling 

   

   

   

 
 

03/06/18 – A new norm on Cabrales cheese requiring minimum amounts ofof goat and sheep milk 
 

Spain 

As from 1st January 2019, Cabrales cheese, a Spanish PDO made with cow, goat and sheep milk, will 
have to contain 5% goat milk and 3 % sheep milk. The new norm introduced by the council regulating 
PDO aims to stop the tendency to increase the percentage of cow milk in Cabrales cheese, which must 
also contain goat and sheep milk in conformity with the PDO. The initiative will also boost goat and 
sheep farming in the province where Cabrales cheese is produced. 

El Comercio 

 
Cheese 

  

   

   
  
  

Disclaimer: These  articles reflect their media coverage. In any case, they do not reflect the frequency of foodfraud in a 
particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission is not responsible for the validity of 
the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be regarded as stating an 
official position of the European Commission 
 
The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 
Joint Research Centre Copyrights pictures: 

 Africa Studio-Fotolia.com  

 Alex White – Fotolia.com 

 UBE – Fotolia.com 

 Vitals – Fotolia.com 

  
E-mail: 
JRC-F-INFO@ec.europa.eu 

 

Other interesting articles 

http://napoli.repubblica.it/cronaca/2018/06/21/news/false_mozzarelle_parte_l_operazione_e_state_senza_pensieri_-199598617/?rss
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/world/chateau-giscours-top-bordeaux-winemaker-guilty-of-adding-sugar-95shlj2cm
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/world/chateau-giscours-top-bordeaux-winemaker-guilty-of-adding-sugar-95shlj2cm
http://www.carabinieri.it/cittadino/informazioni/news/2018/06/27/new0-20180627083400-867824
http://www.atimes.com/article/fake-food-is-a-problem-alibaba-hopes-blockchain-is-the-cure/
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04/07/18 - Fraud in the organic food sector 
 

Italy 

The Italian authorities responsible for the anti-fraud fight in the food sector conducted controls to 
detect fraud in the organic food sector. In the frame of these dedicated controls that started in March 
2018, 100 tons of different food commodities were seized. The most common cases of fraudulent 
practices included the replacement of labels to extend their expiry dates, substitution of organic 
products by conventionally produced products, lack of hygiene and traceability of the products. 

L'Ora 

 
Food 

 
Substitution/ 

Mislabelling 

   

09/07/18 - Sodium metabisulfite added to fresh meat 

Investigations have revealed that some butchers treated meat with sodium metabisulfite to give it a 
red colour that lasts for weeks. This chemical can induce allergic reactions to consumers who are 
sensitive to sulfites.  

 
Kenya 

 
Meat 

Tuko 
 

Intentional 
distribution of 
contaminated 
products 

09/07/18 - Spanish wine sold as French rosé 

  
French 

An extensive investigation carried out by French authorities during the period, 2016-2017 
demonstrated that thousands of litres of Spanish wine were sold in France as French rosé.  

economie.gouv.fr 

 
Wine 

 
Mislabelling 

   

   

10/07/18 - Attempts to sell expired frozen food  
 

Italy 

The Italian police have seized sixteen tonnes of expired frozen food from a large distribution centre. 
Food that was rotten and in some cases, by several years past the expiry date was relabelled and 
intended to be offered for sale.  

Ansa 

 
Food 

 
Mislabelling 

   

Food Fraud Cases 

http://giornalelora.it/cronaca/2018/07/04/carabinieri-nas-controlli-alla-filiera-biologica-sequestrate-100-tonnellate-di-alimenti-irregolari/
https://www.tuko.co.ke/279039-kenyan-butchers-using-toxic-chemicals-preserve-meat.html#279039
https://www.economie.gouv.fr/dgccrf/controle-des-vins-etrangers-sans-indication-geographique-vsig
http://www.ansa.it/puglia/notizie/2018/07/10/nas-sequestrano-16-t-di-surgelati_c664941c-8540-4d08-9638-f2f157b6fb8a.html
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10/07/18 – More than 10000 expired hams seized 
 

Spain 

The Spanish Guardia has found more than 10000 expired hams in rented containers which were 
relabelled to extend their expiry date.. Some of the hams were already rotting.  

Ideal 

 
Meat 

 
Mislabelling 

   

20/07/18 - Warning about the presence of melamine or its analogues in chocolate product 
 

China 

The US Food and Drug Administration published an import alert about the presence of melamine or its 
analogues in chocolate products produced by a manufacturer in China. This is the first time that such a 
warning is published since 2010 when melamine was added to the baby formula that caused the death 
of several babies.  

Securing Industry 

 
Chocolate 

 
Intentional 
distribution of 
contaminated 
products  

   

20/07/18 - Five tons of fish preserved with formalin seized  
 

India 

Five thousand kilos of fish preserved with formalin have been found in a truck in India.  

The Hindu 
 

Fish 

 
Intentional 
distribution of 
contaminated 
products 

   

23/07/18 –Guardia Civil dismantles a network that sold cheap wine as high-end products 
 

Spain 

The Spanish Guardia Civil dismantled a network that sold cheap wine (normally priced 19 €/bottle) for 
prices as high as 1900 €/bottle. The cheap wine was rebottled and rebranded as Pingus and Flor the 
Pingus, some of the most expensive Spanish wines. Also, Vega Sicilia Unico was counterfeited although 
in this case, the wine rebottled was a Vega Sicilia Quinta Valbuena, whose price is about 100 €/bottle, 
but was sold for 1400 €/bottle. The network even organised wine tastings to identify the wines that 
tasted like the authentic products, which was then used as a substitute.  

El Diario Vasco 

 
Wine 

 
Mislabelling/ 

Substitution   

   

27/07/18 - 400 kilos of rotten fish ready to be sold 
 

Italy 

The Italian authorities have seized four hundred kilos of decomposed fish from a fish shop for not 
fulfilling the hygienic conditions required by law.  

Quotidiano 

 
Fish 

 
Intentional 
distribution of 
expired goods 

 
 

  

28/07/18 - Four tons of rotten meat seized  
 

Portugal 

Portuguese police have seized four tons of rotten meat stored under conditions that did not fulfil the 
legislated hygiene requirements.  

Portugal 

 
Meat 

 
Intentional 
distribution of 
expired goods 

   

30/07/18 - Evidence of honey fraud  
 

South Africa 

Analysis carried out on South African honey by request of the South African Bee Industry Organisation, 
demonstrated that a honey producer in South Africa was selling a product high in sugars and not 
synthesized by bees. The producer was accused of preparing a concentrated sugar solution to which 
lemon was added and selling it as honey. The accused producer refuted the allegation but 
acknowledged feeding sugar to his bees. A well-known company selling honey in South Africa recalled 
from the stores their product labelled as "Natural Honey" after the fraud was made public.  

Times Live  

 
Honey 

 
Substitution 

   

https://www.ideal.es/granada/provincia-granada/operacion-pata-negra-20180710235847-ntvo.html
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/food-fraud-news-in-brief/s104/a8078/#.W31iN2csbp1
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/5000-kg-of-formalin-laced-fish-seized/article24476888.ece
https://www.diariovasco.com/agencias/201807/23/golpe-fraude-vino-exclusivo-1233108.html
https://www.quotidianodipuglia.it/taranto/taranto_sotto_chiave_quintali_di_pesce_in_cattivo_stato_di_conservazione-3880900.html
http://www.cmjornal.pt/portugal/detalhe/asae-apreende-quatro-toneladas-de-carne-estragada-em-viseu?ref=Bloco_CMAoMinuto
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2018-07-30-its-not-just-the-imported-honey-which-is-adulterated-with-sugar-some-of-the-100-pure-local-stuff-is-too/
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31/07/18 - 160 tons of fish seized  
 

Italy 

Police in Italy has withdrawn 160 tons of fish from the Italian market. Part of the fish was intended to 
be sold as fresh, but was, in fact, rotten. The rest of the stock came from Asia but labelled as Italian.  

Strill.it 

 
Fish 

 
Intentional 
distribution of 
expired goods/ 

Mislabelling 
   

31/07/18 - Endangered Spanish eel species smuggled into Japan via China 
 

Spain 

According to Europol, about 100 tons of European juvenile eel (protected by the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) were smuggled into China between 
autumn and spring. Six months later, the eels were exported to Japan. However, Japan's Fisheries 
Agency refuted the allegation that Japanese supermarkets were  selling European eels since it is 
difficult to trace the geographical origin of processed fish in the market. The Spanish police have 
detained several Spanish and Chinese citizens involved in this fraudulent activity. 

East Asia  

 
Fish 

 
Smuggling 

   

01/08/18 – Many popular foods are at risk of fraud 
 

USA 

As much as 99 % of wasabi and nearly 100 % of grated parmesan sold seems to be fraudulently 
manipulated being on the US market. Other commodities frequently affected are lobster, Kobe beef, 
red snapper, olive oil and honey. 

Markets Insider  

 
Food 

 
Substitution 

/mislabelling 

   

10/08/18 - More than 1000 kg of fish without documentation  
 

Italy 

The Italian police seized more than 1000 kg of fish without traceability documents.  

Strill  
 

Fish 

 
Mislabelling 

   

11/08/18 - Guardia Civil seized 45 tons of tuna destined for canning that was to be sold as fresh 
 

Spain 

The Spanish Guardia Civil have seized 45 tons of tuna that were foreseen to be canned but were 
commercialised as fresh. The seizure is part of a broader action called, Atunali that started in January. 
The fish that was caught by boats not equipped with the appropriate freezers was treated with 
additives to mimic the appearance of fresh fish.  
 
Guardia Civil  

 
Fish 

 
Mislabelling/Intentio
nal distribution of 
contaminated 
products 

   

14/08/18 - 400 kg of fish unfit for human consumption  
 

Italy 

The Italian police have seized 400 kg of fish in a restaurant that lacked traceability documentation and 
was not fit for human consumption.  
 
La Sicilia  

 
Fish 

 
Intentional 
distribution of 
products not fit for 
consumption 

   

16/08/18 - 24000 litres of olive oil with irregular labelling and lack of traceability information  
 

Portugal 

In the frame of a massive operation, the Portuguese police seized 24000 litres of olive oil that lacked 
traceability information and showed labelling irregularities. Besides, the production hygiene 
requirements were not respected. An analysis is being carried out to determine the physicochemical 
parameters.  
 
Sapo 24  

 
Olive oil 

 
Mislabelling 

   

22/08/18 – An illegal company accused of producing paneer with sulphuric acid 
 

India 

http://www.strill.it/citta/2008/12/pesce-avariato-sequestrate-160-tonnellate-in-tutta-italia/
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/east-asia/article/2157599/eel-youre-eating-japan-it-may-have-been-smuggled-spain-and
https://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/common-fake-foods-at-grocery-1027423115#honey8
http://www.strill.it/citta/reggio/2017/10/villa-san-giovanni-blitz-agli-imbarcaderi-sequestrati-1-250-kg-pesce/
http://www.guardiacivil.es/es/prensa/noticias/6702.html
https://www.lasicilia.it/gallery/catania/181627/pesce-congelato-e-privo-di-tracciabilita-era-destinato-a-ristoranti-di-ognina.html
https://24.sapo.pt/atualidade/artigos/asae-apreende-24-mil-litros-do-produto-especial-tempero-em-braganca
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An illegal factory has been sealed, and more than 2000 kg of paneer (Indian fresh cheese speciality) 
seized for fear that it was produced with sulphuric acid. The factory was run without an appropriate 
licence and did not respect the required hygienic conditions, using material that was contaminated with 
fungi. Skimmed milk, butter and other dairy products were also seized. 
 
The Times of India  

 
Dairy products 

 
Intentional 
distribution of 
contaminated 
products/ 

22/08/18 - More than 400 kg of vegetables, fish and meat seized from a wholesaler for lack of labels 
and traceability information  

Italy 

The Italian police have seized more than 400 kg of vegetables, meat and fish for mislabelling and lack 
of traceability documents after a raid at a wholesaler. For some products, the labels were not in Italian. 
 
Cronache Maceratesi  

 
Food 

 
Mislabelling 

   

   

28/08/18 - About 44 % of seafood wrongly labelled 
 

Canada 

According to a report published by Oceana Canada, about 44 % of fish samples taken in Vancouver, 
Victoria, Toronto, Ottawa and Halifax were wrongly labelled. Forty per cent of the mislabelling 
concerned cheap species such as scolar tilapia, and Japanese amberjack. Scolar and Japanese 
amberjack may trigger undesirable health effects. About 55 % of the mislabelling was found in 
restaurants against 22 % with retailers. 
 
The Star Vancouver 

 
Fish 

 
Mislabelling/ 

Substitution 

   

   

   

 
 

25/07/2018 - India issues aquaculture farmers electronic ID for traceability of products 
 

India 

The Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA) in India has implemented the use of an 
electronic identification card to ensure the traceability of marine aquaculture products to be exported. 
The card contains a QR code with information about the farmer and the coordinates of the farm. In 
particular, the EU and the US have strict traceability requirements for imported seafood. 

 The Hindu 

 
Fish 

  

   

31/07/18 - Some Italian fishing zones closed for weeks 
 

Italy 

Some fishing zones in Italy will be closed for fishing activities in the next weeks. This can increase the 
risk of fraud due to the decreased availability of some fish species. 

Il Salvagente 

 
Fish 

  

   

01/08/2018 - The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India issues guidance note on how to avoid 
ground spices fraud  

India 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) published a guidance note on how to avoid 
purchasing spices that may have been fraudulently manipulated. FSSAI recommends the buying of 
whole spices instead of powdered spices. Ground spices can be adulterated with chalk powder, artificial 
colourants and starch and can induce allergic reactions and health problems. Information is also 
provided on how to identify fraud in loose powders at home. The guidance also stresses that powdered 

spices can only be offered in packaged form and not sold loose. 

Global Food Mate 

 
Spices 

   

01/08/2018 - E-Commerce achieved success against fraud 
 

Italy 

The cooperation between the Consorzio Tutela Vini Valpolicella and the Repressione Frodi del Ministero 
Politiche Agricole that began in July has turned out to be highly successful. For example, legal action 
has been initiated against 115 web shops in different countries (Canada, USA, UK and Ireland). 

Giornale di Sicilia 

 
Wine 

Other interesting articles 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/2060kg-of-paneer-made-with-sulphuric-acid-seized/articleshow/65495304.cms
https://www.cronachemaceratesi.it/2018/08/22/sequestro-da-un-grossista-mancava-la-tracciabilita-di-frutta-verdura-e-carne/1142692/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+cronache_maceratesi+%28Cronache+Maceratesi%29
https://www.thestar.com/vancouver/2018/08/28/fishy-food-labels-could-actually-make-you-sick-says-report.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Vijayawada/enrolment-cards-for-export-oriented-aqua-farms-hatcheries/article24514699.ece
https://ilsalvagente.it/2018/07/31/fermo-pesca-ecco-le-zone-da-cui-non-puo-piu-arrivare-il-pesce-e-le-truffe-piu-frequenti/39116/
http://news.foodmate.com/201808/news_54280.html
http://gds.it/2018/08/01/vino-consorzio-valpolicella-contro-le-frodi_894871/
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02/08/2018 - The US Seafood Import Monitoring Programme establishes new rules for some fish 
species  

USA 

The US Seafood Import Monitoring Programme has put in place new rules for the import of thirteen 
species: Abalone, Atlantic cod, blue crab (Atlantic), dolphin fish (Mahi Mahi), grouper, king crab (red), 
Pacific cod, red snapper, sea cucumber, shark, shrimp, swordfish, and tuna. Training courses on the new 
rules are organised for some of the main exporters of the mentioned species to the USA. 
VietNam News 

 
Fish 

   
08/08/2018 - Brazil implements traceability requirements fruits, vegetables and aromatic herbs 

 
Brazil 

Brazil has started implementing traceability requirements for fruits, vegetables and aromatic herbs. 
The registry must contain information of the address of the producer, name, variety, lot, date of 
production, distributer, etc. The legislation will be implemented in three different steps, each one of 
them covering different types of fruits and vegetables. 
Agencia Brasil 

 
Fruits and 
vegetables 

   
16/08/2018 – Fast detection of fraudulent coconut water 

 
World 

The demand for coconut water has increased because of its publicised health benefits. In parallel, fraud 
cases have also increased. The addition of water, sugars not originating from coconut and dairy 
products (causing some anaphylactic reactions to people allergic to dairy products) are the most 
common types of fraud. An analytical method based on the use of a hand-held device has been 
developed and can now be used for the rapid detection of fraud. 
 
Securing industry 

 
Coconut water 

   
22/08/2018 - The Food Safety and Standards Authority in India issues standards for honey and its 
products  

India 

The Indian Food Safety and Standards Authority have introduced standards for honey and bee products 
(such as wax and royal jelly) to control fraud in the sector. Eighteen parameters are being regulated, 
among others the amount of sucrose, pollen counts, glucose ratio, etc. 
 
First Post 

 
Honey 

   
25/08/2018 – Origin labelling of tomato-derived products  now mandatory in Italy 

 
Italy 

From 27th August, Italian legislation requires that products derived from tomato and containing more 
than 50 % tomato must indicate the country of origin of the tomato and the country where the product 
was processed. Tomato-derived products are the third ones, after pasta and rice, for which the 
geographical origin has to be given. 
 
Giornale di Sicilia  

 
Tomato 

   
   

Disclaimer: The  articles presented reflect their media coverage. In any case, it does not indicate the frequency of food fraud 
in a particular country and/or about a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any responsibility for 
the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be regarded as 
stating the official position of the European Commission 
 
The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 
Joint Research Centre Copyrights pictures: 

 Africa Studio-Fotolia.com  

 Alex White – Fotolia.com 

 UBE – Fotolia.com 

 Vitals – Fotolia.com 

  
E-mail: 
JRC-F-INFO@ec.europa.eu 

 

https://vietnamnews.vn/economy/463013/vn-seafood-exporters-to-us-prepare-for-new-rules.html#foSS1Ugi2AxyiFYS.97
http://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/economia/noticia/2018-08/sistema-de-rastreabilidade-de-vegetais-fresco-ja-esta-em-vigor
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/handheld-scanner-can-detect-coconut-water-fraud/s104/a8239/#.W4exdGcsbp0
https://www.firstpost.com/business/fssai-notifies-food-safety-standards-for-honey-and-its-products-to-curb-adulteration-5019571.html
http://gds.it/2018/08/25/derivati-del-pomodoro-al-via-obbligo-di-origine-in-etichetta_905479/
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In Australia, a leading honey distributor and some supermarket chains have been accused of selling 
fake honey based on nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) analyses for screening and sugar testing. 
One of the retailers withdrew the suspicious samples from the Australian market. 
ABC News: 2 September 2018 

 
Honey  

 
Substitution/Artificial 
enhancement  

 

Three tons of tomato sauces (6000 jars) were seized by Italian authorities for lack of traceability 
documentation.  
Salerno Today : 3 September 2018 

  

 
Tomato 

 
Mislabelling 

   

More than a fifth of meat product samples tested by the UK Food Standards Agency in England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland in 2017 were found to be partly or totally made up of unspecified meat 
not mentioned on the label. Lamb was the meat most frequently affected, so was minced meat. 
BBC : 5 September 2018 

 
Meat 

 
Substitution/ 
Mislabelling 

   

Italian authorities discovered rice of Asian origin falsely labelled as Italian during a series of controls 
carried out to enforce the implementation of the obligation to indicate the geographical origin of 
rice. 
Il Giornale di Sicilia: 6 September 2018 

 
Rice 

 
Mislabelling 

   

Italian authorities found 300 kilogrammes of expired meat in a restaurant and more than 80 
kilogrammes of meat and fish not fit for human consumption were seized in a camping village. 
Cronache Maceratessi  &  Corriere Romagna : 9 September 2018 
 

 
Meat and fish 

 
Not fit for 
consumption 

   

Indian Food Safety officers seized 40 hectolitres of expired cooking oil filled in barrels, which were 
previously used for storing pesticides in Kashmir during raids that coincided with the wedding 
season. Officials also seized expired milk and Wazwan (food speciality from Kashmir) containing 
industrial dyes considered as hazardous to human health. 
International Business Times: 11 September 2018 

 
Cooking oil, milk, 
special food 

 
Expired goods/ 
contaminated 
products 

   

According to the Indian Food Safety and Standards Authority nearly 70 % of milk and dairy products 
sold in India do not conform to the legal standards. In some cases, contamination derives from 
detergents used in cleaning processes of containers. It is estimated that about 90 % of products that 
do not respect the criteria set in Indian legislation are related to food fraud. Indian authorities have 
therefore developed rapid test methods allowing consumers to quickly detect adulteration. 
Republica : 12 September 2018 

 
Milk and dairy 
products 

 
Contaminated 
products  

6

 

S

e

p

t 

Food Fraud Cases 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-03/capilano-and-supermarkets-accused-of-selling-fake-honey/10187628
http://www.salernotoday.it/cronaca/carabinieri-sequestro-pomodoro-castel-san-giorgio-3-settembre-2018.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-45371852
http://gds.it/2018/09/06/controlli-straordinari-icqrf-su-riso-importato_911158/
https://www.cronachemaceratesi.it/2018/09/08/controlli-in-un-campeggio-sequestrati-700-metri-cubi-di-rifiuti-e-83-chili-di-carne-e-pesce-non-tracciabili/1148521/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+cronache_maceratesi+%28Cronache+Maceratesi%29
https://www.cronachemaceratesi.it/2018/09/08/controlli-in-un-campeggio-sequestrati-700-metri-cubi-di-rifiuti-e-83-chili-di-carne-e-pesce-non-tracciabili/1148521/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+cronache_maceratesi+%28Cronache+Maceratesi%29
https://www.cronachemaceratesi.it/2018/09/08/controlli-in-un-campeggio-sequestrati-700-metri-cubi-di-rifiuti-e-83-chili-di-carne-e-pesce-non-tracciabili/1148521/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+cronache_maceratesi+%28Cronache+Maceratesi%29
https://www.ibtimes.co.in/expired-oil-plastic-rice-weddings-start-kashmir-food-safety-officials-have-uphill-task-780174
https://gastronomiaycia.republica.com/2018/09/12/la-mayoria-de-la-leche-y-los-productos-lacteos-de-la-india-estan-adulterados/
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Indian authorities discovered more than 700 litres of adulterated mustard oil in Punjab following 
raids on adulterators conducted across the state. Different types of fraud were identified, including 
adulterated edible oil sold as mustard oil, mislabelling of the geographical origin and other 
counterfeited brands. 
The Hindu : 12 September 2018 

 
Mustard oil 

 
Mislabelling/ 
Origin masking/ 
Counterfeit 

   

Italian authorities seized more than 2 tons of lower quality olive oil sold as "extra-virgin" which 
contained oil from other seed oils in concentrations higher than what is allowed by European 
legislation. 
Fanpage : 13 September 2018 

 
Olive Oil 

 
Substitution/ 
Mislabelling   

   

Italian authorities seized 90 kilos of raw ham in a sausage factory that would have been sold as 
"Crudo di Parma". The ham was not produced according to the mandatory compliance process to be 
labelled as "Crudo di Parma".  
Libertá : 21 September 2018 

 
Ham 

 
Counterfeit/ 
Mislabelling 

 
 

  

According to the 2016 report published by the French Institution DGCCRF, almost half of the olive 
oils sold in France are falsely labelled, with many claiming as being of higher quality than what they 
actually are and do not conform to regulation. Many oils contained other vegetable oils.  
Le Monde : 23 September 2018 

 
Olive oil 

 
Mislabelling 

   

Italian authorities seized 200 kilogrammes of fish in markets and restaurants for lack of traceability 
documentation and the non-respect of sanitary rules.  
Palermo Today : 24 September 2018 

 
Fish 

 
Mislabelling/ 
Not fit for 
consumption 

   

Italian authorities seized 3000 hectolitres of poor quality wine worth an estimated EUR 400,000 to 
which synthetic aromas were suspected to have been added to deceive consumers. 
Ministero delle politiche agricole alimentari, forestali e del turismo : 26 September 2018  

 
Wine 

 
Artificial 
enhancement 

   

The owners of food processing and distribution companies in Long Island, USA, have been accused 
for selling squid falsely labelled as octopus, which is highly priced. 
The Island Packet : 27 September 2018 

 
Fish 

 
Substitution 

   

More than 400 hectolitres of undeclared must and wine in fermentation valued at almost EUR 3 
Million have been seized in two different Italian companies. Frauds were related to sugar added 
before fermentation to increase  the alcohol content. Other chemicals including tartaric acid and 
sulphuric acid were also stored on the premises. 
Ministero della Salute : 27 September 2018  

 
Wine 

 
Artificial 
enhancement 

   

The owner of a food processing company from the USA declared in court to have sold crab from 
Asia, Central and South-America labelled as Atlantic blue crab. The fraudulent practice was 
attributed to the decrease in catches of the genuine Atlantic blue crab for which he could not meet 
consumers' demand. 
Fis : 27 September 2018  

 
Seafood 

 
Substitution 

   

Italian authorities investigated a cheese producer who exported to Canada tons of cheese produced 
in Sardinia, but sold with the false labels of the pecorino crotonese PDO cheese (origin of Calabria).  
Il Dispaccio : 28 September 2018 

 
Cheese 

 
Counterfeit 

   

More than 1500 kilogrammes adulterated spices were seized in India. Dyes not fit for human 
consumption were added to spices which were then sold using the labels of some reputed spices 
brands. Also, coriander stalks were used to prepare coriander powder.  
The Times of India : 29 September 2018 

 
Spices 

 
Counterfeit/ 
Contaminated 
products 

   

   

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/punjab-crackdown-on-adulterated-edible-oil/article24937820.ece
https://napoli.fanpage.it/sarno-salerno-sequestrate-oltre-due-tonnellate-di-olio-extra-vergine-adulterato/
http://www.liberta.it/news/cronaca/2018/09/21/lotta-alla-contraffazione-90-chili-di-prosciutto-crudo-sequestrati-in-valtidone-multa-da-12mila-euro/
https://www.lemonde.fr/consommation/article/2018/09/23/une-huile-d-olive-sur-deux-est-non-conforme-a-la-loi-selon-la-repression-des-fraudes_5358930_1652812.html?xtor=RSS-3208
http://www.palermotoday.it/cronaca/bagheria-aspra-sequestri-pesce.html
https://www.politicheagricole.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/13059
https://www.islandpacket.com/news/business/article219080770.html
http://www.salute.gov.it/portale/news/p3_2_1_2_1.jsp?lingua=italiano&menu=notizie&p=nas&id=1108
https://fis.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?l=e&country=0&special=&monthyear=&day=&id=99423&ndb=1&df=0
http://ildispaccio.it/crotone/190419-vendevano-falso-pecorino-crotonese-due-indagati-per-frode-in-commercio
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/1600kg-adulterated-spices-seized-from-posta-godown/articleshow/66003707.cms
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Spanish authorities seized a large number of different types of fish unsuitable for human 
consumption that were to be sold in open markets without the required authorisations. 
La Verdad : 30 September 2018 

 
Fish 

 
Not fit for 
consumption 

   

 
 

06/09/2018 - North American Olive Oil Association demands higher standards of olive oil labelling.  USA 

As from 1st January 2019, the American Olive Oil Association requires more information on labels 
for olive oil containers. The labels must specify a two-year best-by date, precise information about 
the country of origin, an indication of other components in case the oil is not 100 % olive oil, and 
recommendations for use and storage of the product. 
Olive Oil Times : 06/09/2018 

 
Olive oil 

  

   

25/09/18 - Valdepeñas, Spanish wine PDO to include grape variety on the label.  Spain 

As from November, Valdepeñas, a Spanish wine PDO from Castilla-La Mancha region will indicate on 
its label the grape variety used to produce the wine. 
Agrodigital 

 
Wine 

  

   

27/09/2018 –The US's FDA moves ahead to update legislation on use of names for dairy products 
and products of vegetable origin. 

 USA 

The United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has begun  a series of actions aimed at 
updating legislation to avoid the misuse of terms such as milk and cheese on products of vegetable 
origin (soya, almonds, etc.) with nutritional values different from those of the dairy products. 
US Food & Drug Administration 

 
Dairy products 

   

   
Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food fraud in a particular 
country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any responsibility for the validity of the information 
extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be regarded as stating an official position of the European 
Commission 
 
The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 
Joint Research Centre Copyrights pictures: 

 Africa Studio-Fotolia.com  

 Alex White – Fotolia.com 

 UBE – Fotolia.com 

 Vitals – Fotolia.com 

  
E-mail: 
JRC-F-INFO@ec.europa.eu 

 

Other interesting articles 

https://www.laverdad.es/murcia/ciudad-murcia/tres-denunciados-murcia-20180930121549-nt.html
https://www.oliveoiltimes.com/olive-oil-business/importers-group-announces-new-labeling-rules/63235
https://www.agrodigital.com/2018/09/25/en-noviembre-la-do-valdepenas-sera-la-primera-en-espana-en-mostrar-la-variedad-de-uva-en-la-contraetiqueta/
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm621824.htm
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Italian authorities seized 85 kg of honey that was diluted by the addition of unauthorised substances.  

Bussinessonline: 01/10/18 
 

Honey 

 
Dilution 

   

Bangladesh authorities have sealed a synthetic fruit-juice manufacturing plant for producing juices 
that did not contain any fruits and were manufactured with hazardous chemical substances.  

Daily Sun: 01/10/18 

 
Fruit juice 

 
Substitution 

   

A fifth of meat sample tests conducted by the Food Standards Agency in England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland in 2017 contained either partially or even entirely meat from species not declared on the label. 
Lamb was most frequently replaced by meat from other spices and cow was the most commonly 
undeclared species. Minced meat was the most affected by mislabelling.  

Siracusapost: 02/10/18 

 
Meat 

 
Mislabelling 

   

A British butcher company admitted fraud charges for selling meat labelled as the "Best of British" 
when actually it was sourced from abroad. It was alsoselling frozen chicken as fresh and falsely 
indicating that meat came from highly reputed meat varieties.  

Birminghamlive: 02/10/18 

 
Meat 

 
Mislabelling 

   

According to a study by an Australian University, almost 20 % of honey on the Australian market is 
adulterated with substances extraneous to honey such as cane sugar or corn syrup. For imports from 
Asia, the rate of adulterated samples went up to 50 %. Six out of the 21 samples imported from 
Europe were also found to be adulterated. 

News: 02/10/18 

Xinghuanet 

 
Honey 

 
Artificial 
enhancement 

   

Indian Food Inspection Authorities seized 4000 kg of spices in Punjab to which textile colours were 
added. 

The News: 04/10/18 

 
Spices 

 
Artificial 
enhancement 

   

One of the five largest distributors of eggs in Taiwan recalled its eggs because they contained 
nicarbazin, which is outlawed in Taiwan. The company was accused of fraudulently relabelling the 
recalled eggs with new expiry dates. Some of the recalled eggs were added to liquid eggs and sold to 
restaurants, hotels and bakeries. 

Taipei Times: 09/10/18 

 
Eggs 

 
Mislabelling 

Food Fraud Cases 

https://www.businessonline.it/intrattenimento/eventi/miele-sequestrati-85-kg-di-alterato-e-manipolato-cosa-e-successo_n60063.html
http://www.daily-sun.com/printversion/details/340099/2018/10/02/Food-adulteration
http://www.siracusapost.it/1.69787/cronaca/sicilia-siracusa-provincia-noto-siracusa/1097/siracusa-e-noto-cibi-senza
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/meat-shack-butchers-studley-admits-15227378
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-03/almost-20-per-cent-australian-honey-found-not-pure/10327988
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-10/03/c_137509184.htm
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/376355-pfa-conducts-crackdown-against-adulterators
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2018/10/10/2003702088
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In the frame of regular controls, Italian authorities found jarred food preserved in oil ("sott'olio") with 
misleading information about its geographical origin. In the frame of the same action, some 
restaurants were indicted for selling frozen fish as fresh. 

Termolionline: 10/10/18 

 
Jarred food 

 Fish 

 
Mislabelling 

   

Italian authorities have confiscated 15,000 litres of fake Verdicchio, a PDO wine, at the premises of a 
well-known international retailer. The fake Verdicchio, which was white table wine, did not comply with 
the strict specifications of Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi, a PDO that had existed for 50 years.  

Riviera oggi: 11/10/18 

 
Wine 

 
Substitution  

   

37 % of fish dishes sampled in 50 restaurants in Madrid did not correspond to the species indicated on 
the menu.  

Antena 3: 11/10/18 

 
Fish 

 
Substitution 

   

Three US farmers from Nebraska earned multi-million dollars fraudulently selling non-organic corn and 
soybeans as organic since 2010. This practice went undetected because of the several deficiencies 
characterising the organic food control system; apparently the farmers could hire their own control 
bodies; and the analysis of pesticides and the testing to differentiate organic from conventional food 
are done in exceptional cases only.  

Genetic Literacy Project: 17/10/18 

 
Corn and soya 

 
Substitution 

   

The owner of a British restaurant offering grilled meat has been fined for selling beef as lamb. The 
fraud was discovered by a Trading Standards Officer who bought the meat and sent it for analysis.  

The Yorkshire Post: 18/10/18 

 
Meat 

 
Substitution 

   

Italian authorities seized 300,000 litres of poor quality wine to which synthetic flavourings were added 
to deceive consumers. 

El Mundo: 25/10/18 
 

Olive oil 

 
Substitution 

   

Two tons of fish were seized in Italy in restaurants and fish distributors for lack of traceability 
information, non-respect of the expiry date and lack of adequate storage conditions. 

Fanpage: 27/10/18 

 
Fish 

 
Mislabelling 

   

Italian authorities have found that mozzarella, sold in Spain and claimed to be produced using buffalo 
milk was made mostly with cow milk. The case was transmitted in the European Food Fraud Network.  

Ministero delle politiche agricole alimentare  

 
Cheese 

 
Substitution 

   

An Italian producer of jarred tomato juice fraudulently prolonged the shelf life of tomato juice by 
replacing the expire-date label. More than 200 tons of tomato juice was removed from the market. 

Ansa Cronaca  

 
Tomato juice 

 
Mislabelling 

   

https://www.termolionline.it/news/cronaca/758664/blitz-dei-nas-sotto-sequestro-circa-180-quintali-di-conserve-alimentari
https://www.rivieraoggi.it/2018/10/11/271526/blitz-delle-fiamme-gialle-sequestrati-15-mila-litri-di-falso-verdicchio-a-monteprandone-e-perugia/
https://www.antena3.com/noticias/economia/denuncian-el-fraude-del-pescado-en-los-restaurantes_201810115bbf58f80cf2541395545e87.html
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2018/10/17/viewpoint-7-year-food-fraud-scheme-exposes-absurdity-of-usdas-organic-farming-standards/
https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/politics/leeds-takeaway-fined-for-selling-cheaper-beef-and-claiming-it-was-lamb-1-9403541
https://www.elmundo.es/economia/ahorro-y-consumo/2018/10/25/5bd02b22268e3ecf638b45ad.html
https://milano.fanpage.it/maxi-sequestro-in-lombardia-tra-grossisti-e-ristoranti-fuori-legge-2-tonnellate-di-prodotti/
https://www.politicheagricole.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/13200
http://www.ansa.it/sito/notizie/cronaca/2018/10/30/allungava-scadenza-a-passata-pomodoro_eb258b1a-eb96-4764-a08b-6cba772f8029.html
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Lack of traceability and/or hygienic conditions   

1500 litres of milk 
Askanews: 11/10/18 
34 kg of cheese and charcuterie products 
GiornalediComo: 13/10/18 
300 kg seafood 
Ansa: 15/10/2018 
11000 of different types of food 
L'Ora: 18/10/2018 
19000 litres of milk 
The Times of India: 18/10/2018 
600 kg of meat and its derivatives 
Sapo: 24/10/2018 
990 kg mushroom 
Ideal: 26/10/2018 
150 kg fish 
Riviera Oggi: 26/10/2018 
300 kg fish 
Tempostretto: 29/10/2018 

  

  

   

 
 

31/10/2018 - Pesticides can be used as markers to detect fraudulent oregano. 
 

Czech 
Republic/UK 

Researchers from the Czech Republic and Northern Ireland observed that fraudulently manipulated 
oregano samples contained pesticides that are absent in the genuine product. Oregano is frequently 
bulked up with olive leaves, myrtle, hazelnut, etc. Some pesticides whose use is forbidden on oregano 

can be used, for instance, on olive trees and can, therefore, help to detect fraudulent practises. 

Securing Industry 

 

 
Oregano 

  

   

Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food 
fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any 
responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not 
be regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission 
 
The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 
Joint Research Centre Copyrights pictures: 

 Africa Studio-Fotolia.com  

 Alex White – Fotolia.com 

 UBE – Fotolia.com 

 Vitals – Fotolia.com 

  
E-mail: 
JRC-F-INFO@ec.europa.eu 

 

 

Other interesting articles 

http://www.askanews.it/cronaca/2018/10/12/mancata-tracciabilit%c3%a0-latte-multa-in-azienda-del-palermitano-pn_20181012_00059/
https://giornaledicomo.it/cronaca/a-montano-lucino-sequestrati-salumi-e-formaggi-per-34-kg/
http://www.ansa.it/molise/notizie/2018/10/15/capitaneria-sequestra-300-kg-di-pesce_6c5c02e5-d529-4647-afbf-b6d5ddfe84c1.html
http://giornalelora.it/cronaca/2018/10/18/carabinieri-nas-bologna-fine-estate-2018-controlli-esercizi-pubblici-sulla-riviera-emiliano-romagnola/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/thane/mumbai-fda-destroys-19k-litres-of-adulterated-milk/articleshow/66268128.cms
https://24.sapo.pt/atualidade/artigos/asae-apreende-mais-de-600-kg-de-carne-e-derivados-por-falta-de-higiene
https://www.ideal.es/granada/provincia-granada/decomisan-alpujarra-granada-20181026133138-nt.html
https://www.rivieraoggi.it/2018/10/26/272540/alba-adriatica-blitz-nel-supermarket-etnico-sequestrati-150-chili-di-pesce-di-dubbia-provenienza/
https://www.tempostretto.it/news/fuori-regola-300-kg-pesce-non-tracciabile-sequestro-casello-villafranca.html
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/falsified-oregano-has-higher-contaminant-levels/s104/a8719/#.W-AhZWeM6f0
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November 2018 

Monthly Summary of Articles  
on Food Fraud and Adulteration  

Retrieved mainly from the JRC tool Medisys (http://medisys.newsbrief.eu) 

 

 

A honey producer from Corsica faces regulatory action for mixing 600 kg of imported honey with its 
own honey produced in Corsica and marketing the blend as a PDO honey.  

Corse Matin: 09/11/18 

 
Honey 

 
Substitution 

   

According to a study carried out by the Belgian Meat Federation one third of the meat sold in Belgium 
under the quality label Belbeef lacks traceability. The label should guarantee consumers the Belgian 
origin of the beef making it possible to trace back the exact animal from which the meat in a certain 
product comes.  

LeVif: 16/11/18 

Belga: 16/11/2018 

 
Meat 

 
Mislabelling 

   

Four business operators have been taken to court in Italy for selling conventional food labelled as 
"organic". In some fields the company produced food respecting the rules of organic production, while 
on other fields food was produced with the use of pesticides, herbicides, etc. By mixing organic and 
non-organic products the non-authorised substances were diluted to a large extent. However, the 
fraud was identified outside Italy when some of the non-authorised substances were detected.  

Veronasera: 16/11/18 

 
Various food 

 
Substitution/ 

Mislabelling 

   
Italian authorities have seized 23 tons of onions labelled as Tropea onions, a sweet red onion variety 
protected by a PGI label, which were in reality produced in other regions. 

Strill.it: 17/11/18 

 
Onions 

 
Origin masking 

   
Italian authorities carried out controls on food sold on the internet (e-commerce). Several irregularities 
were found, among them lack of hygienic conditions and misuse of PDO labels  

La Nuova Sardegna: 19/11/18 

 
Various food 
commodities 

 
Intentional 
distribution of 
contaminated 
products 

Lack of traceability 

Mislabelling 
   

According to the Consumer Guidance Society of India (CGSI), 78 % of milk samples analysed in a 
period of 10 months in 2018 did not meet the required quality standards. 

Mumbai Mirror: 20/11/18 

 
Milk 

 
Lack of quality 

Food Fraud Cases 

https://www.corsematin.com/article/article/tribunal-correctionnel-dajaccio-une-fraude-au-miel-dans-le-collimateur-de-la-justice.2400153.html
https://www.levif.be/actualite/belgique/un-tiers-de-la-viande-bovine-de-nos-supermarches-est-intracable/article-normal-1054861.html
http://www.belga.be/fr/news/details-96768447/
http://www.veronasera.it/cronaca/guadagno-tre-milioni-euro-vendita-falsi-prodotti-bio-roverchiara-16-novembre-2018.html
http://www.strill.it/citta/2011/07/calabria-sequestrate-23-tonnellate-di-falsa-cipolla-di-tropea/
http://www.lanuovasardegna.it/nuoro/cronaca/2018/11/18/news/frode-alimentare-sotto-accusa-un-venditore-di-formaggio-1.17476461
https://mumbaimirror.indiatimes.com/mumbai/other/78-of-the-milk-we-consume-is-inferior/articleshow/66700933.cms
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According to Italian authorities 385 000 kg of the hard cheese varieties "Grana Padano" and 
"Parmiggiano" were sold in Canada making fraudulent use of the label "made in Italy". This was an 
increase of 49% over the last year.  

Lucca in Diretta: 22/11/18 

 
Cheese 

 
Counterfeit 

   
Due to pests and adverse weather conditions this year’s harvest of olives in Italy is worse than in 
previous years. The poor harvest increases the risk of fraudulently declare imported olive oil as being 
grown and produced in Italy. The fraud scheme uses fictitious purchasing of olives from Italian 
producers by oil mills which then use the purchasing documents to disguise imported oil as Italian.  

Il Salvagente: 28/11/18 

 
Olive oil 

 
Origin masking 

   
Eleven tons of different types of food, including Prosciuto di Parma and Mozzarella di Bufala Campana, 
but also tomatoes and other types of meat were seized by Italian authorities due to mislabeling. The 
products showed labels corresponding to different PDOs which did not correspond to the identity of the 
product. Some other products also lacked traceability documentation. 

greenMe: 29/11/18 

 
Several types of 
food 

 
Mislabelling 

   
Italian authorities took regulatory action against a producer of mozzarella for mixing cow and buffalo 
milk to produce the popular Italian cheese and sold it under the label "mozzarella di bufala". 

Fanpage: 29/11/18 

 
Cheese 

 
Substitution 

   
 
 

Almost half the saffron samples analysed in the frame of a study carried out by a university research 
group in India were found to be affected by some kind of fraud. The results were not supported by 
another study carried out by the Ministry of Food Processing Industries. In four samples parts of the 
plant (leaves and stem) other than the stigma were found during the analysis, making analytical tests 
based on DNA analysis non-fit-for-the-purpose.  

Global Food Mate: 05/11/18 

 
Saffron 

 
Substitution 

   

12/11/2018 – FoodIntegrity: Five of the most common fake foods 
 

France 

According to a research project FoodIntegrity, the five food commodities most frequently affected by 

fraudulent activities are olive oil, honey, coconut water, oregano and saffron. 

Process Alimentaire 

 
Various foods 

  

   
17/11/2018 – The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission finds honey testing  method 
unreliable to prove honey authenticity.  

Australia 

In September 2018 a reputed Australian honey distributer was accused of selling honey adulterated 
with corn syrup. In Australia adulteration of honey is identified via determination of C4 sugars. The 
analysis that triggered the alert on honey adulteration in Australia, were conducted with NMR. 
According to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission the uncertainty of the NMR 
method is not sufficiently characterised and cannot be used to justify legal actions. 

Foreign Affairs 

 
Honey 

  

   
23/11/2018 – Spanish Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food introduces a system to regulate 
olive oil traceability in Spain.  

Spain 

According to ASAJA (a Spanish association of young agricultures) the Spanish Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food will introduce a system to warranty the traceability of olive oil in Spain. The 
system will cover the full production process from harvest to the moment the oil is sold. Seventy two 
percent of Spanish oil is sold outside Spain to 170 countries. 

Inversion & Finanzas 

 
Olive oil 

  

   

Other interesting articles 

http://www.luccaindiretta.it/regione/item/132375-coldiretti-allarmanti-dati-sui-falsi-made-in-italy.html
https://ilsalvagente.it/2018/11/28/olio-di-carta-la-nuova-truffa-dellextravergine-100-italiano/44118/
https://www.greenme.it/mangiare/altri-alimenti/29619-sequestro-prodotti-contraffatti-prosciutto-parma
https://napoli.fanpage.it/la-scoperta-dei-nas-mozzarella-di-bufala-taroccata-e-bestiame-non-a-norma-negli-allevamenti/
http://news.foodmate.com/201811/news_57113.html
http://www.processalimentaire.com/Qualite/Les-cinq-aliments-les-plus-sensibles-a-la-fraude-35313
https://foreignaffairs.co.nz/2018/11/18/mil-osi-australia-honey-investigation-concludes-due-to-testing-uncertainty/
http://www.finanzas.com/noticias/empresas/20181123/barato-dice-pronto-habra-3951543_age.html
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29/11/2018 – Spanish producers of sheep and goat meat request the introduction of traceability 
labels for their products.  

Spain 

Spanish producers of sheep and goat meat have requested for the introduction of mandatory labels 
to safeguard the traceability of their products and to allow the consumer to be informed about the 
origin of the meat they buy. 

Agroinformacion 

 
Meat 

   
30/11/2018 – Few agro-food companies are ready to denounce fraud when confronted with it. 

 
Canada 

A study carried out by the Centre interuniversitaire de recherche en analyse des organisations 
(CIRANO) covering 400 food enterprises indicates that only 39 % of the companies that took part in 
the study would denounce fraud to the authorities when confronted with it. 

Radio Canada 

 
All food 

   
Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food 
fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any 
responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not 
be regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission 
 
The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 
Joint Research Centre Copyrights pictures: 

 Africa Studio-Fotolia.com  

 Alex White – Fotolia.com 

 UBE – Fotolia.com 

 Vitals – Fotolia.com 

  
E-mail: 
JRC-F-INFO@ec.europa.eu 

 

 

http://www.agroinformacion.com/denuncian-que-los-precios-en-origen-del-ovino-y-caprino-ha-caido-mas-de-un-9-ante-unas-fechas-decisivas/
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/premiere/emissions/les-eclaireurs/segments/entrevue/97106/fraude-alimentaire-secteur-agroalimentaire-entreprises-denonciation
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A study published by the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene concluded that 
spices are a common source of lead exposure, in particular to ethnic groups that frequently use certain 
spices (turmeric, chili powder). In some cases, the content of lead reached up to 50 ppm, which may be 
either caused by inadvertent contamination or by intentional adulteration with lead salts. 

News Medical Life Sciences: 05/12/18 

 
Spices 

 
Artificial 
enhancement 

   

Italian authorities found that a business operator sold meat labelled as Italian which rather was the 
meat of animals grown in other countries, mostly Spain and France.  

Il Centro: 07/12/18 

 
Meat 

 
Origin masking 

   

An Italian wine trading company was accused of attempting to market more than 30 000 litres of a 
mixture of different table wines under the label "Scavigna DOC", which is a Protected Denomination of 
Origin in Calabria.  

Agenzianova: 10/12/18 

 
Wine 

 
Mislabelling/ 
Origin masking/ 
Counterfeiting 

   

Brazilian police stopped fraudulent activities in the production of milk powder that involved several 
irregular practices, among them the addition of sugars and other non-authorised substances to milk 
during the drying process. In other cases, different types of milk powder (instant, non-instant, enriched 
with vitamins and minerals) were mixed.  

Hoje em Dia: 10/12/18 

 
Milk 

 
Artificial 
enhancement 

   

Italian authorities have seized more than five million litres of wine after detecting several 
irregularities in production (undeclared sugaring) and conservation. Some wines were stored under 
non-hygienic conditions and lacked traceability information. Several thousand litres grape must of 
unknown origin were found in the frame of the same operation. 

La Stampa: 11/12/18 

 
Wine 

 
Artificial 
enhancement 

   

Fake olive oil produced by mixing capsules containing toxic substances (of unknown identity) with 
water to produce an oil-like liquid was sold in several regions in Morocco. The toxic substance is 
believed to enter Morocco from Ceuta and Melilla. 

Morocco World News: 13/12/18 

 
Olive oil 
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Food Fraud Cases 

https://www.news-medical.net/news/20181204/Study-highlights-potential-risks-of-lead-exposure-from-e28098non-traditionale28099-sources.aspx
http://www.ilcentro.it/chieti/carne-italiana-no-proveniva-da-spagna-e-francia-1.2098201
https://www.agenzianova.com/a/5c0e2ee30170a0.40973911/2216477/2018-12-10/lamezia-terme-cz-scoperta-frode-alimentare-ai-danni-della-ue
https://www.hojeemdia.com.br/horizontes/pf-deflagra-opera%C3%A7%C3%A3o-contra-empresas-que-fraudavam-a-produ%C3%A7%C3%A3o-e-a-venda-de-leite-em-p%C3%B3-1.678036
https://www.lastampa.it/2018/12/11/italia/la-grande-truffa-del-vino-italiano-sostanze-vietate-scarsa-igiene-in-cantina-e-botti-fuorilegge-FCqlvqS45hpUmGhpNCy6XN/pagina.html
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2018/12/260370/morocco-fights-scams-selling-fake-toxic-olive-oil/
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Rampant mislabelling of fish has been found to take place in New York supermarkets with some of the 
most popular species, including lemon sole of which, more than 85 % were mislabelled. Other most 
mislabelled species include red snapper and "wild" salmon. Not only expensive species were replaced by 
cheaper ones but also by less sustainable types of fish. 

Daily Voice: 14/12/18 

 
Fish 

 
Substitution/ 

mislabelling 

   

Liquors produced in Canada are frequently sold as "Irish cream", according to producers of genuine Irish 
cream liquors.  A Geographical Indication label protects Irish cream, and the mentioned practice has a 
negative economic impact in the sector. 

Farm Ireland: 17/12/18 

 
Liquor 
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Italian authorities have seized 150 000 litres of fake Verdicchio wine, a well-known Italian PDO. 

Umbria 24: 20/12/18 
 

Wine 

 
Counterfeit 

   

Italian authorities have carried out a number of controls in the seafood sector and seized 6 tons of cod 
at the premises of a company where a large amount of bleach was also found. Also, 3.5 tons of 
octopus, sepia and squid with expiry dates in 2010 were withdrawn from the market. 

La Sicilia: 20/12/18 
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03/12/2018 – Italian citizens instructed on honey authenticity testing at home. 
 

Italy 

The most frequent type of fraud in the honey sector is the addition of exogenous sugars to honey. 
Different analytical methods to detect this type of fraud exist but are currently under discussion since 
their accuracy is not fully warranted. An Italian journal provides simple do-it-yourself tests, which are 

allegedly able to detect adulterated honey. 

Agen Press 

 
Honey 

  

   

17/12/2018 – The University of Cádiz develops a method to detect adulterated  honey. 
 

Spain 

A research group of the University of Cádiz has developed an analytical method based on infra-red 
analysis, which in combination with advanced statistical tools allows the detection of sugars 
fraudulently added to honey. 

Agroinformacion.com 

 
Honey 
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Other interesting articles 

https://dailyvoice.com/new-york/ramapo/news/something-fishy-wild-salmon-red-snapper-lemon-sole-are-often-mislabeled-state-ag-says/745756/
https://www.independent.ie/business/farming/agri-business/agri-food/concern-over-numerous-incidences-of-canadianproduced-liqueurs-being-passedoff-as-irish-cream-37632960.html
http://www.umbria24.it/cronaca/truffa-del-verdicchio-un-fiume-vino-contraffatto-sequestrato-marche-umbria
https://www.lasicilia.it/news/cronaca/210829/baccala-sbiancato-con-la-calce-a-catania-sequestrate-6-tonnellate.html
https://www.agenpress.it/notizie/2018/12/03/il-miele-contraffatto-invade-litalia-4-test-per-riconoscere-il-miele-puro/
http://www.agroinformacion.com/desarrollan-un-metodo-que-detecta-la-adulteracion-de-la-miel-de-manera-rapida-y-con-un-100-de-fiabilidad/

